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Grease is the word!
More than 70 students from Denmark Senior High School took to the stage in the all-dancing, allsinging production of the teen classic Grease. With five performances to packed houses at the
Civic Centre, it was a fast-paced show filled with humour, wonderful voices and fancy footwork.
Set in the 1950s, Grease follows the romance of exchange student Sandy, played by Elsie Taylor,
and high school hunk Danny, played by Cooper Gleeson, as they navigate peer group pressure,
rivalry and the art of keeping up appearances.
Deb said that participating in a stage production gave students the opportunity to be part of a team that is not about
competition. “It’s a real privilege to help these kids and to see their transformation over the six months of rehearsals,” she
said. “They gain confidence, resilience and life skills that will be so valuable in the future.”
With toe tapping numbers such as Hand Jive and Greased Lightning, accomplished musicians Louise McKenna, Steven
Bergmann, Ben Power, Grant Moulden and Mark Gretton superbly supported the show. And, as the show came to a close,
the cast, and the hard working team behind the scenes, were rewarded with applause, a standing ovation and requests for
an encore.
**Photos and excerpt of article written bv Serena Kirby

Year Group Assemblies

I would like to offer a
huge thank you to the
parents and care givers
who managed to attend
our
year
group
assemblies in week five
of this term. We took the
opportunity to recognise student achievement – both
academic and attendance – and it was especially
pleasing to see the large number of students who
have maintained a 95% or higher attendance rate.
We know that regular attendance is the first step to
success. Of course, we appreciate that sometimes
life gets in the way but I am grateful to live and work
in a community that is supportive of students
attending school every day that they are fit and able
to do so.
Names of Excellence & Merit recipients featured at
the back of this newsletter.
School Production
This is the first newsletter
since the School Production
and I would like to take this
opportunity to formally thank
the students, staff and the ‘Drama Queens’ from our
P&C for the mammoth effort put in to showcase our
school in such an excellent way. I’ve worked in
education for over thirty years and never missed a
chance to attend events like this. The Denmark SHS
School Production was a stand-out for me and by far
the best quality school performance I have
witnessed in my time. What struck me most was the
way in which there were many opportunities for
students to shine with no one person stealing the
limelight from others. Enormous kudos goes to Deb
Edmondson for establishing such a culture of
teamwork. Thanks also go to our many sponsors for
supporting this event.

We will be formally acknowledging R U OK Day on
Thursday 9 September but good mental health and
wellbeing should be a focus every day. Mindful that
our Year 12s in particular are working their way
towards the pointy end of the year, now is the time
to make sure that there is a good blend of getting out
in nature, sleeping well, eating well and breathing
deeply. This will put them in the headspace to make
their education a priority. Study matters, but it’s the
time taken to fuel the mind and body that will make
that study stick.
I attended a conference earlier this term and had the
good fortune to hear Colin Pettit, the Commissioner
for Children and Young People speak. One grave
statistic that he shared was that 61.9% of young
females don’t eat breakfast and their main reason
for this is that they have to be on their phones! I
appreciate that technology matters more today than
ever before but a little bit of balance and self-care
goes a long way. Please make this a topic of
conversation in your homes if you know that your
child contributes to this statistic.
Kath Ward
Principal

Year 10 Maths-‘Build a bridge’
Year 10s saw a slight change of
pace, with teachers providing
students with three exciting
rotational in class activities. The
most exciting being the practical
bridge challenge.
Using only 15 rubber bands and
30 bamboo skewers, the student
groups then built themselves a
bridge between two desks that
had to support as many of our
Mathematics
textbooks
as
possible.
The
winner
was
determined by the width of bridge
multiplied by the number of books
it was able to hold without
breaking. The winning bridge held
a whopping 43 books!
The students were highly engaged
in this competitive task, it was
lovely to see all our Year 10
students experience some form of
success throughout the different rotational activities
on offer.
Mathematics teachers (A.Arlandoo, C.Kirkwood,
J.Wright)

Year 7 Maths
Year 7 Maths activity
learning about ‘area’ where
students had to draw
(freehand with no rulers or
hints) 1 metre square using
chalk on the concrete, two of
the squares were only 2-3 cm out!
Jacinta Wright

Year 7 & 8 Science
 Year 7s using microscopes to study classification
of animals and examine creepy crawlies found on
the BIOLOGY TREASURE HUNT
 Year 8s doing their erosion practical experiments.

Mathematics Homework Club
Tuesdays 3:30pm - 4:30pm, Room 2
Thursdays 3.30pm - 4.30pm, Room 2
Do you need assistance with your Mathematics
homework or maybe just Maths in general? Pop in
for 5 minutes or stay for the duration. It’s all about
meeting your need.
All years welcome!

Library Chillout Space
Our new "chillout space' in the Library in the warm
north facing sun is up and running for student use.
What better way to utilise this space than a rainy day
jigsaw. Thank you to the P&C for their support.

Science Week Activities
Students took part in a number of activities aimed to
increase interest and participation in Science. This
included making "Elephants Toothpaste", launching
rockets on the oval and exploding hydrogen
balloons.
Steve Bergmann

Year 9 HaSS
We had a visit from Senior Constable Paul Moore
who talked with the students about the rights and
responsibilities of young people under the law, and
the powers of the police in WA. He also answered a
bunch of very good questions from the class.
Anthony Ritchie

Science Tutoring & Homework Club
Mondays 3:15pm - 4:30pm, Room 15
All students are invited to come along and either
study or get some help with their science homework.

Physics Visit From UWA Scientists

Sunsmart WA School Surfing Titles
On Tuesday, 17th August, a group of Physicists from
UWA visited our school to present an engaging
speech about dark matter, experimentation and the
future of quantum mechanics. The presentation
covered how dark matter was discovered, by
discussing the rotation of galaxies and explained,
what the properties of dark matter would be. They
then showed us the experimental model that the
group have been creating to detect single photons
of light. The group also provided physical
demonstrations of quantum phenomena for us, like
a model of an atomic clock.

Congratulations to all students who competed in the
2021 SunSmart WA School Surfing Titles. They
came home with yet ANOTHER addition to add to
the trophy cabinet!!
Also massive thanks to Mr Judd for organising and
Mr Brown for supervising on the day.
Winners of: 2021, 2020, 2018, 2016, 2014, 2013

It was a pleasure spending time learning about and
discussing the cutting edge of scientific discovery in
Australia, and we all appreciated their time and
enthusiasm shown in presenting their talks.
Luka Milbourne

Egg Drop
The Year 11 students
had to make a landing
vehicle that protected
their egg astronaut
from breaking as it
landed from a height.
They had to use the
Physics ideas of crumple zones and air bags to
increase the time at which the astronaut came to a
stop. Beware there is astronaut egg blood in the
following photos.
Jason Edmunds

Outdoor Land Based - Expedition Cooking
Students in Outdoor Education Year 10 have been
undertaking a skill based unit involving expedition
cooking. Students were given the task of planning a
two course meal suitable for an expedition meal
using a trangia stove. Meals included burritos,
chicken curry, hamburgers, vegetables and rice,
apple pancakes, rice pudding and cranberries! My
kitchen rules is our next progression!

Outdoor Education Water Based - Canoe Control
How lucky are our students having access to this
beauty on their doorsteps!

Mrs Judd & Mr Davies

Basketball Program
On Wednesday afternoon, a select group of
Denmark Basketball Program students were given a
fantastic opportunity to test themselves against the
School Sport W.A. Under 18 State Schoolboys &
Schoolgirls teams.
The representative teams are on a tour of the South
West and had played in a tournament in Bunbury on
Tuesday. Unfortunately, their Wednesday games
were cancelled so they called us for a hit out
knowing we could provide them some quality
opposition. We were able to hastily arrange a boys
and girls team to play at short notice and the games
were set to take place from 4:00pm at the Denmark
Rec Centre.

Great Southern Schools’ Footy Carnival

Congratulations to the Year 9/10 girls and boys footy
teams who represented DSHS and braved the
horrendous weather, wind and rain at the annual
‘Great Southern Schools’ Footy Carnival on
Tuesday.
The boys, having lost a host of players from last
year’s championship winning team, had a tough day
but from all reports gave it everything they had and
showed true Denmark fighting spirit. Everyone did
their very best and played their role.
The girls, with an even mix of Year 9’s and 10’s,
played tremendously and just kept getting better and
better with each game. In a driving rain in the final,
Mt Barker were flattened by the Denmark Express!
They were no match for the tough and team first
brand of footy displayed by the Denmark girls and
we romped to victory by over 4 goals! This is the first
time we have won in the girls division and it is a
special achievement considering the size of the
schools we were competing against!
Mr Rogers’ best player was Year 9 dynamo, Emma
Henderson, however, she was strongly supported
through the midfield by hard nut Lucia Edwards, silky
smooth Taya Masterlez and Jayde ‘McNugget’
McHenry. Valli Milne proved to be a dominant force
in the ruck by winning nearly every hit-out and had
the AFLW scouts in the stands tripping over
themselves to talk to her and convince her to make
the move over from Soccer. Team success would
not have been possible without the other unsung
heroes out there who played their role for the team
in trying conditions.
Paul Rogers

The U18 SSWA boys’
team is coached by my old
assistant
coach
and
Wildcats legend Mike Ellis.
Due to low numbers, we
recruited the help of local
legends Dylan ‘Ice-Man’
Judd and ‘awesome’ Ben
Eliot. Our boys were also
privileged to play alongside
the director of the Woodvale Basketball Extension
Program and 16-year SBL veteran, Seb Salinas,
who is an assistant coach for the U18 boys.
I saw some of our boys faces drop when they walked
into the Rec Centre and saw our opposition warming
up. Most of the state boys were over 6’4, with their
shortest being around 6’1 and a few pushing 6’8-6’9!
A few have been touted as future professionals, so
we would have our work cut out for us.
As the game got underway it was immediately
evident that each player on the other team was an
elite perimeter shooter, regardless of height or
position, as they drained their first 6 or 7 shots from
long range. After a short time, we started to find
some rhythm, with Todd Brown proving a very
difficult proposition to guard when attacking the
basket. We competed admirably, as I knew we
would, and gave them the hit-out they needed but
eventually went down by a substantial margin. Mike
Ellis was impressed with the skill and tenacity of a
number of our young guys.

Our girls were next, who were
helped out by Abi Gibson from
Albany and Jhett Morrison Carter
(who also played some minutes in
the boys match). It was an extra
special treat for our girls to be
joined on court by Stacey Barr,
who has played for the Perth Lynx
in the WNBL and in Europe, is a
former MVP of the state League in Perth and plays
AFLW for the Fremantle Dockers. Her decisionmaking, athleticism, creativity and the effortlessness
she displays when playing was a real inspiration and
spark for our girls and I know they were buzzing off
the experience of playing with her. Just like the boys,
our girls battled hard and pushed the state girls all
the way but we just couldn’t reduce a ten point
buffer. I know the State girls had a good time and
really appreciated having a run against some quality
players.

Overall, it was a magic experience and some great
connections were made for some future tours and
playing opportunities. I’d like to give a huge shout
out to the Denmark Netball Association for allowing
us to use the second court while a junior netball final
was taking place. A massive thank you also to John
Overton of the Denmark Rec Centre for helping
make this last minute scrimmage happen and to
Lindsay Stirling and Jayde McHenry for umpiring the
boys’ fixture.
In basketball and in life,
you have to grab every
opportunity with both
hands, so to the players
that put themselves out
there
against
some
seriously
talented
opposition - well done!
Paul Rogers

Year 11 and 12 General Visual Arts
Students have completed their
still life oil paintings. Check out
these fantastic bursts of colour
currently displayed in the
Front Office.
Ms Gummer

John Clark Memorial Band Camp
Denmark SHS John Clark Memorial Band students
along with students from Mount Barker Community
College and Denmark Primary School attended the
Band Festival Camp.

The purpose for the camp is to perform at the IMSS
and Australian Band & Orchestra Directors’
Association (ABODA) WA Schools’ Band Festival as
well as experience other musical activities (including
tertiary pathways) that are not available in the great
southern region.

Australian Defence Recruiting

Denmark SHS is proud to support 'Wear it Purple', a
not-for-profit organisation, designed to raise
awareness and understanding of LGBTQIA+ issues.
Wear it Purple day will be held on Friday, 27th
August with all students welcome to dress or
accessories in Purple.

Australian Defence Recruiting visited and chatted to
our upper school students about career options and
showed off The Bushmaster Protected Mobility
Vehicle, what a piece of equipment!!
It's P&C AGM time again! Everyone is welcome to
attend.
This year’s meeting will be held on Monday, 6th
September at 5:30pm in the library
Joining Denmark SHS’s P&C is a great way to get
involved in the school community, keep up-to-date
with events and information, as well as making new

friends. We would love to see new faces at our
meetings & school activities.
All positions are up for re-election, however we are
particularly after a treasurer this year. If you are
familiar with basic accounting or good with numbers,
please consider nominating for this role. We do use
a bookkeeper so it is mostly about overseeing the
process.
Any questions, please contact us on:
denmarkshspandc@gmail.com or call
Kingsley 0428272424 or
Annette 0439918132
We hope to see you there!
P&C Association
Denmark SHS

Breakfast Club:
Foodbank Food Drive
For the last 20 years
Denmark Senior High
School’s Breakfast Club
has been support by
Foodbank
WA
with
donations of milk and
some food items. Our
breakfast club is open to all students on Tuesday
and Thursday mornings before school, and regularly
have 60 to 70 students attend. Foodbank also
support individuals and families in need by supplying
food to the needy at a very small cost.
For the month of September 2021, we will join forces
with other schools around the state raising food and
funds for Foodbank. We would appreciate your
support for this cause by sending in food and other
non-perishable items to the collection point in the
Student Wellbeing Hub. This will be taken to
Foodbank in Albany at the end of September. See
the poster attached for the types of items to send.
If you would like any further information, please
contact Louise Smith at school or see Foodbank
Biggest Breakfast campaign.
Louise Smith
Chaplain

Career planning and transition for
young people on the autism spectrum
webinar
Thursday 2 September, 4.00pm (AEST)
In this 60 minute live and interactive webinar, our
presenters, Associate Professor Marina Ciccarelli,
Cheryl Mangan, and Brendan James will provide
information for parents about:
 The Better OutcOmes and Successful
Transitions for Autism (BOOST-A) research;
 The role of parents and supporters in youth
focused, strengths-based career planning;
and
 How myWAY Employability career planner
can support young people on the autism
spectrum to build a customised profile and
goals to plan for future career pathways.
Based on six years of research, myWAY
Employability is a smart web platform that helps
autistic individuals plan and prepare for working life.
Autistic individuals co-produced content, design,
and usability of the website. myWAY Employability
matches an individual’s interests and strengths to
relevant careers and pathways. It encourages users
to create big dreams, and smaller goals and tasks to
track progress.

Registration (gotowebinar.com)

https://www.cognitoforms.com/.../DENMARKSHSRELIEFTEACHING...

PASSPORT TO PARTICIPATION
As a whole school community we are raising funds for Ronald McDonald House and the organisation
Canteen. Ronald McDonald House provides accommodation and vital programs for families with
seriously ill children. In WA RMH has a 47 bedroom facility in Nedlands and a 14 Bedroom house
attached to Perth’s Children’s Hospital.
In 2014, DSHS had a student who required an extensive 7 month stay in Perth and the Family utilised
RMH. In speaking with a family representative recently, they acknowledged the support RMH provided
but also spoke passionately about the support for the entire family (patient, parents and siblings) that
the CANTEEN organisation supplied. As such we wish to fundraise for both charities.
We are requesting all current DSHS students get involved and complete 7 simple tasks / challenges at
school during recess and lunch breaks. The 2021 DSHS student council have designed the task /
challenges around the Act, Belong, Commit principles to encourage participation. The student council
will run the task/challenges and students collect stamps on a Passport to Participate (P2P). The 7th
Task is to collect and bring in a donation of $7.00 to the DSHS Front Office. This $7.00 could be earnt
as sponsorship for completing the 7 tasks, or 7 tasks round your family home is you so desire.
 Once 200 students have completed the P2P and the student body has raised $1500, Gavin
Palmer will shave his head and beard.
 Once 250 students have completed the P2P and the student body raised $1850 a mystery
student has volunteered to shave their head.
 Once 350 students have completed the P2P and the student body raised $5000, Mr Darren
Jacques will shave his head and beard.
Now $5000 is a considerable amount of money, however, an anonymous donor has generously offered
to match every dollar raised by students up to $3000.
We have also secured some corporate level sponsorship from businesses and agencies that work with
and support us here at DSHS.
Once students have completed their own P2P, students will work collaboratively to achieve targets set
by our corporate level sponsors. A list of corporate sponsor that wish to be acknowledged will be
available in our newsletters and Facebook page.
A culmination Fundraising event will coincide with Canteens National Bandanna Day event – (though
the date may change due to our examination timeframes).
Thank you in advance for your support of this worthy cause.

TERM 3 SCHOOL CALENDER
WEEK
6

7

MON

TUE

WED

THU

FRI

SAT/SUN

23

24
Multi-Sport Carnival
Yr 7-9

25

26
BOOK WEEK DAY

27
Wear It Purple Day

28/29

30
OLNA Round 2

31
Yr 9 HASS Albany
Excursion P 1-4

01 Sep

07
ODE Yr 11/12 General
Camp

08

02

Yr 10 Course
Counselling
Interviews Conclude
03
IMMS - Denmark PS
Concert 12.50 – 3.15

NAIDOC WEEK
8

06
P&C Meeting AGM
5.30pm

13
Recital Night Yr 7-12
6-7pm

10

20

ODE
Yr 11/12
General
Camp

10

11/12

17
Tomorrow Man &
Tomorrow Woman
Year 11 P1&2
Year 12 P3&4

18/19

24

25/26

Yr 12 Geography
Albany Excursion P1-4

ODE Yr 11/12 General
Camp
9

09
R U OK Day

04/05

14
Year 7/8 Assembly
(Period 1)

21

15
Year 11/12 Assembly
(Period 1)

16
Year 9/10 Assembly
(Period 1)

School Board
5.30pm to 7pm

Tomorrow Man &
Tomorrow Woman
Year 10 P5&6
23

22

Red Frogs Program

General/VET Yr 12’s
Timetable
Suspended
(Assembly)

