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This chilly time of year is a great time for rugging up 
by the fire and contemplating the future! That is what 
we are calling upon our current Year 10s to do. On 
Friday 18 June 2021, teaching staff from across the 
Learning Areas shared snippets of information about 
their courses to help in that future decision-making 
process.  
 

Our goal is to ensure that the next two years really 
sets them on a pathway to success. As parents and 
care givers, I know that you want what is best for 
your children. Here are some pointers to consider 
when you are discussing the many options being 
presented: 
 

 Remember that you know your child best … and 
we know our profession. Listen to the advice of 
the staff who have taught your child about 
recommended pathways. Also, review the 
Semester One report when it becomes available 
to see how your child is currently tracking 
academically. At the end of the day, the choice of 
yours, we just want it to be an informed choice. 

 Make pathway decisions WITH your child, not 
FOR your child. Regardless of the chosen 
pathway, sacrifices will need to be made. The 
pressures of senior schooling will impact upon 
their life and they need to be committed to the 
cause. They are more likely to do that if they are 
on a pathway of their choosing. 

 If considering ATAR – remember that the front 
door is the best door! While there are many 
alternative pathways to university, recent data 
released by UWA was that only 6 out of 10 
students on an alternative pathway actually 
completed their degree. 

In contrast, 89% - so 9 out of 10 students who 
undertook the rigours of ATAR in senior 
schooling completed their degree.  They are all 
likely to accrue a HECS debt … but only some 
will be able to make the most of the qualification 
gained.  So, if your child has the demonstrated 
capacity and the desire to pursue ATAR – 
encourage them to go for it! 

 Unlike when I was at school, there is a raft of 
different options available to young people today. 
If your child is interested in something out of the 
ordinary or that you know is currently not offered 
through the school or TAFE, it is a great idea to 
speak with Gavin Palmer. He will be able to find 
out what your options are. 

 Finally, encourage a positive mindset.  Life wasn’t 
meant to be easy but when people are engaged 
in work that they are passionate about or have an 
end goal in mind, it can certainly be fun! 
Encourage your child to challenge themselves to 
‘strive to achieve’ to their utmost capacity. 
 

The Year 10 Course Counselling parent information 
night is scheduled for 5.30pm on Tuesday 3 August 
(Week three of term three). Please mark that in your 
diaries. 
 

Kath Ward 
Principal 
 

Off and Away All Day 
Please remind your child to 
remember our mobile phone 
policy. The Department of 
Education mandates that 
phones are off and away all 
day. At DSHS that means 
from bell to bell. Staff should 
not see or hear a phone 
during the day. If staff see a 
phone students will be 
directed to lodge it in the 
office where it will be stored 

for the remainder of the day. Parents will be notified. 
The only exception is if a teacher gives students 
explicit direction to use their phone for an education 
activity in class otherwise, it is off and away all day. 
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Are you planning an in-term 

family holiday? 
Please be aware that schools are obliged to adhere 
to the Education Act 1999 which states that 
attendance at school is compulsory. Of course, 
students should stay home if sick and there are other 
reasonable causes for absence such as cultural 
reasons. A family holiday occurring during the 
school term is not considered a reasonable cause to 
be absent. This is stated in our school assessment 
policies as ratified by our School Board. 
 
Any families considering withdrawing their child for 
the purposes of a family holiday should make an 
appointment with the principal to discuss their 
intentions. This will allow the absence to be 
explained. Please do not simply email teachers 
directly asking for work. We want to work with you 
as partners in your child’s education and ask that 
you please note the following: 
 
• The school is not obliged to provide curriculum for 

absences owing to in-term holidays.  
• The family is responsible for organising for their 

child/ren to catch up on work missed. 
• Students will not be excused from set 

assessments but they may negotiate when they 
can occur. 

• Failure to complete assessments has potential to 
negatively impact upon student achievement. 
 

 

Mathematics Homework Club 
 

Tuesdays 3:30pm - 4:30pm, Room 2 
Thursdays 3.30pm - 4.30pm, Room 2 
 

Do you need assistance with your Mathematics 
homework or maybe just Maths in general? Pop in 
for 5 minutes or stay for the duration It’s all about 
meeting your need. 
 

All years welcome! 
 

Year 12s – Lunch with the Leavers! 

Our Year 12s enjoyed Subway for lunch during 
Week 5 joined by teaching staff who donned their 
old Leavers jumpers. Maroon and navy seemed to 
be the colour of choice "back in the old days", haha!  
 
Big thanks to Mr Palmer for organising and Mrs Judd 
for rallying staff to wear their Leavers jumpers. 
 

 

 
 

 

Science Tutoring & Homework Club 
 
Mondays 3:15pm - 4:30pm, Room 15 
 
All students are invited to come along and either 
study or get some help with their science homework. 
 
 

Year 12 ATAR Chemistry 
The Year 12 Chemistry class has been studying a 
module of content called “Oxidation and Reduction” 
this term. An important section of the module relates 
to batteries and rechargeable cells. 



 
On Friday 28th May, we were fortunate to have a visit 
from Kingsley Gibson with his BMW electric vehicle 
(EV). Kingsley gave a really clear explanation about 
the benefits and daily running applications of the EV, 
as well as the differences between an EV and a 
“regular” internal combustion vehicle. Students had 
a good look over the EV, and we were all really 
impressed with how quiet the vehicle was and how 
much room there was inside!  
 
Lindsay Stirling 

 
 

Year 10 Science 
The Year 10 cohort has 
recently completed their first 
rotation of studies in the 
science disciplines. 10 
Science 1 has been studying 
Chemistry with Mr. Stirling 
and as part of the course 
they have covered the 
concept of exothermic (heat-
releasing) and endothermic 
(heat-absorbing) reactions.  

 

 

 
To put this into real-life practice (and have a bit of 
fun) they completed a lab. activity in Week 7 this 
term where they manufactured ice-cream in a bag, 
using ice, salt, sugar, milk, cream and a lot of muscle 
power. 
 
Essentially, the salt acts to depress the melting point 
of the ice, giving a lower mixing temperature which 
assists the cream, milk and sugar to chemically 
combine and bind together to form an edible solid - 
vanilla-flavoured ice-cream. The activity was a great 
practical application of a lot of the concepts the 
students have covered during the course of the 
term's study. 
 
Mr Stirling 
 

 
As part of our study of History this year, we engaged 
a presenter from Edith Cowan University to give a 
Master Class on ATAR History Skills. 
 
Greg Burns was at Denmark SHS for the day 
spending three periods with the Year 12s and three 
periods with the 11s. 
 
Reenie Scott 
 

Comments from the 12s were as follows: 
 
“Very educational experience, gave an in-depth 
insight into the course and taught key skills for 
exams, wish it could have lasted longer as it was 
very useful. Would recommend for anyone doing 
History.” - Jacob Bennett 
 
“Learnt a lot about the way that the exams are 
marked, what to pay close attention to while 
answering questions and the importance of 
evaluation across all questions. I would've loved to 
spend more time on the workshop, covering source 
analysis more closely and going over essays in 
detail.” - Flynn Thompson 

 



Geographers Loose in Albany 

 
 
Earlier this term, the Yr 12 ATAR Geography class 
escaped the confines of the classroom to visit 
Albany. The goal was to conduct fieldwork and learn 
more about the concept of urban greening as a 
strategy to mitigate the impacts of biodiversity loss. 
The class was fortunate enough to meet with three 
guest speakers over the course of the day: 
 

 
 

 Sayah Drummond from the Oyster Harbour 
Catchment Group, who gave us insight into the 
value of residential backyards for threatened 
species such as the Western Ringtail Possum. 

 Pete Stewart from the City of Albany, who walked 
us through the Lake Seppings Revegetation 
Project, and who organised for the students to do 
their own hands-on reveg! 

 Wayne “Diddy” Turner from the City of Albany 
who gave us all the latest detail on the City’s 
Urban Tree Strategy. 

 
The students were fantastic. They were attentive, 
interested and engaged. The day was a lot of fun 
and invaluable for our studies in Semester One. 
 

 
 
 

Practise Makes Perfect 
Just wanted to send some praise to the Year 12 
ATAR Geogs students who gave of their free time to 
attend an after school revision workshop in the lead 
up to their exams. We used Webex to join with other 
regional students to go over some of the key 
concepts we had studied in first semester. A huge 
effort from the students who made it there - well 
done! It was also a huge effort to get through all the 
pizza, fruit and muesli bars which were put on! 

 
 

Hands-on History 
Our Year 9s have recently 
been studying World War 1 
in Humanities and Social 
Sciences. To give the 
subject a bit more 
immediacy, the Department 
organised to borrow a loan 
box from the Museum of the 
Great Southern. These 
boxes contain replicas of 
artefacts from the time-
period, which students are 

encouraged to hold, pass around, explore, and 
inquire about. Ms Carver created learning stations to 
go with the items, and students worked in groups to 
try and figure out what each artefact was, and what 
insights it could give into the nature of the Great 
War. Pictured is Year 9 student Tom Stock just doing 
his own thing. 
 
Anthony Ritchie – HaSS Teacher 
 

 
 
The Denmark Student Council are raising funds to 
support others in need. The Student Council will 
allocate funds raised to various initiatives, starting 
with supporting Kalbarri District High School to 
rebuild after the cyclone. 
 
We appreciate your support. 
 
Containers for Change Scheme ID: C10457778 
 
 



 
Year 9 – Land Based Outdoor Recreation 

As part of the Year 9 Land Based Outdoor 
Recreation program, students have been fortunate 
enough to enjoy the facilities and be introduced to 
Golf at the Denmark Country Club. 
 

Men’s Captain Gary Hughes was fantastic in 
organising and coaching our students along with a 
number of very knowledgeable club volunteers. 
Students experienced the skills of putting, chipping 
and driving over the course of 3 weeks. All students 
thoroughly enjoyed the introduction which for most, 
was a very new recreational activity. 

 
The High School has developed a great working 
relationship with the Country Club, and in particular 
with the Golf club members who have been happy 
to work with us over the last few years. We thank all 
the member volunteers for their time and coaching, 
which our students have found both enjoyable and 
valuable. It is also safe to say there are some 
budding Golfers in our midst!  
 

 
Congratulations to ex Denmark SHS student Kalin 
Lane for being drafted by the Brisbane Lions! What 
an amazing achievement and opportunity. We wish 
you all the best with your AFL career. 
 

 

Umpire Coordinator Visit 
On the 30th March 2021, Denmark Basketball 
Specialist Program students were visited by Mr Colin 
Davies, the Umpiring Coordinator for the Albany 
Basketball Association in Albany. Colin has umpired 
and coached umpires at the highest levels, from the 
SBL and NBL to international representatives. 
 
The idea was to clarify any misunderstandings about 
the rules, as well as to provide a spark and a 
pathway to any students who would like to begin the 
journey to become a qualified basketball umpire. 

 
He brings a wealth of knowledge, passion and 
information on the game of basketball, from the 
latest rules to interpretations of current ones. It was 
a chance for our students to have an informal catch 
up with the ‘umpire’s boss’ in Albany, and to pose 
any questions they had on the rules or the game to 
him. It was fascinating, with myself and Grizz both 
learning a few things from the session as well. 
 
After the sessions, Colin was blown away by the 
intelligence of the questions presented by the kids, 
and is passionate about helping them and the 
program in any way he can in the future. (maybe a 
few extra calls next season?  ) 
 
We would like to sincerely thank Colin for his time 
and we will definitely be taking him up on his offer! 
 
Paul Rogers 
 

 



Introductory Yoga Course by 

Adam Grochowski 

 
Earlier this term, Year 8-12 Basketball Specialist 
Program students had the amazing opportunity to 
complete a 3 week introductory Yoga course with 
local Yoga practitioner (and basketball program 
parent) Adam Grochowski. 
 

Adam is a former state level basketballer who found 
a love of Yoga through dealing with chronic 
basketball injuries. He was able to deliver an 
fantastic program to our students to help them 
become more in tune with their bodies and breath 
but always with basketball as a focus. 
 

Adam helped the kids 
through some basic to 
challenging yoga poses and 
routines and did a great job 
of highlighting how Yoga can 
benefit not only their 
basketball but their physical, 
mental, academic, social 
and emotional lives.  He 

helped them incorporate breathing into their free-
throw routines in order to lower their heart rate and 
get rid of performance anxiety, and taught them how 
hip flexibility and strength is key to good on ball 
defence.  
 

The benefits in flexibility, strength, stress & anxiety 
reduction, focus and ‘living in the moment’ have 
been great with lots of our students making inquiries 
about how they can continue their Yoga Journey. 
Yoga is about the union of body and mind and not 
competitive in any way and Adam was really 
impressed by our kids’ focus and open mindedness 
to give it a go. 
 

A huge thanks to Adam for his time and insights on 
both Yoga and basketball. He is a resource we will 
definitely be tapping into more in the future! 
 

Paul Rogers 

 

 

Lois Olney Visit 

 
Denmark SHS students were visited by vocalist Lois 
Olney and guitarist Dave Johnson. 
 
Lois is a very valued Australians for Native Title and 
Reconciliation WA committee member with a story 
that never ceases to amaze all of us. She absolutely 
loves interacting with young folk and was so pleased 
to be down Denmark way again. The support of 
Dave Johnson in her musical career is lovely. John 
McBain, ANTaR WA Chairperson. If you would like 
to know more about her life journey  
 
https://youtu.be/NEjiGw_Ldfc  
 

 
 

Denmark Festival of Voice 
On Friday 4th and Saturday 5th June, students from 
Denmark SHS took part in the Denmark Festival of 
Voice. Performers from senior, junior and IMSS 
vocal ensembles performed both at the Civic Centre 
and on the Green Pantry stages. 
 
The performances were a resounding success, with 
every student captivating their audience. Many 
thanks to Dr Julia Anwar McHenry, our IMSS vocal 
teacher, who’s hard work prepared our vocal 
students for such a great run of concerts. 
 
 
 
 
 

https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fyoutu.be%2FNEjiGw_Ldfc%3Ffbclid%3DIwAR3LKOI6Rrrkdjw24N9A18OUsWxC9-PHsUFCD2Cl62Px_H7rtdVOZa7X9Ao&h=AT3ml6s-dbrSjjWYtack3LKv3-_GPq3zypSuZK1HZDULzyc0RUjAHb-P5a_I8CwhJk-9cg-gkMy2u42VO14Rzpckoec0Ho0u_cnR1_DgIDLgAvRHLOaTdTdIGD3YCxReu3Kc&__tn__=R%5d-R&c%5b0%5d=AT3-P_BHGXfagQGtA8YTqhU5WxZ0F4MsH1g8rQlFAwHZaw8pYvXsqDmCmPpG_WHk8Ws8OoFV2P4ioV9DYIBBkQcRzfEi4wWf7RNPaPL--jJKWySoIV0GVGYtFqdBzYZyh8U4Vb7mx4cUhIYii9a09JIlJQX5gHxCloD-rBA8Rr1gcVMxHeq4gWe55QyHCRXTf7MmbsaK


Albany Eisteddfod 
On the evening of Wednesday 9th June, members of 
the John Clarke Memorial Band and the Senior 
Concert Band performed in the Albany Eisteddfod. 
Both ensembles gave particularly engaging 
performances, which showed a great levels of 
musicianship and technical development. The John 
Clarke Memorial Band received a Highly 
Commended award, while the Senior Band 
achieved second place in their category. 
Congratulations to all students involved, and to Miss 
Catherine Warnock for preparing and conducting the 
bands to such a high standard. Thanks must also go 
to Mrs Jenny Findlay for driving the bus. 
 

 

 
 
Thanks to our hard working P&C team for funding 
these chin-up bars. The smiles say it all.. 
 

 
Chess club got off to a galloping start thanks to a 
generous donation from the Denmark Lions Club. 
We started on Wednesday with 6 games on the go 
and players from lower and upper school, overseen 
by Mr Jacques. We get together on Wednesdays 
and Fridays @ Lunchtime in Room 4, all are 
welcome! 

 

Chaplain’s Chat 

Resilience against offence 
A word that seems 
to be used a lot more 
frequently is ‘offend’, 
it started from a well-
meaning place of 
being aware of 

others and to try to avoid doing things that would 
offend others. This is not the side of offence that 
causes concern, however, there seems to be a 
culture of people taking offence at things others say 
or do. We can all try our best to not cause offence 
but sometimes you just cannot predict how another 
person might feel about something you say or do, or 
for that matter how you might feel about something 
someone else says or does. I believe this is where 
we can break the cycle of offence with resilience. 
 

What usually happens when we are offended? Say 
a friend said something I took offence to, my mind 
replays the event so many times and the more I think 
about it the more bitter I become. 
 

Now I don’t trust anything my friend says, viewing it 
through this offence which taints my interpretation of 
what is said and their motives. If this is left to 
continue, I may even turn to hating them and 
betraying my once good friend. I would have never 
contemplated doing anything to hurt this friend 
before. 
 

See how this offence can quickly turn into bitterness, 
hatred and eventually betrayal?. Nelson Mandela 
once said that ‘resentment is like drinking poison 
and then hoping it will kill your enemies.’ 
Resentment, bitterness and hatred can have 
devastating effects on our physical and mental 
health. 
 

If we look at the words ‘taking offence’, it indicates 
an action on our part - ‘taking’. What would happen 
if we just did not ‘take’ offence and let it fall to the 
ground harmless? This does not mean we become 
pushovers but rather we are determining how much 
power other people have in our lives. It is difficult to 
make objective decisions if we are offended. Using 
the above example, I could have been more resilient 
and let the comment fall to the ground. I would then 
have the clarity of mind to have an open discussion 
with my friend and found a resolution without the 
emotional roller coaster of offence. Well, what if they 
meant to hurt me? By choosing not to be offended 
the comments lose their power and become like 
snowflakes. 
 

Happy almost end of term. 
 

Louise Smith 
Chaplain 



 
 

 

 
 
 
 

 



 

 

 


