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IMPORTANT DATES
10/03/21
19/03/21
23/03/21
25-27/03/21
31/03/21

Year 7 Immunisations
Cross Country
National Action Against Bullying & Violence
Uni Roadshow Parent Presentation 5-6:00pm
Year 11 Biology Camp
School Board Meeting 11.10am-12.40 pm

14-16/03/21
22/03/21

Year 12 Human Biology Camp
P&C Meeting @ 5:30pm

24/03/21
30/03/21
01/04/21

Interschool Swimming Carnival - Yr 7-12
AFL Senior School Football Carnival
LAST DAY OF TERM 1

Guest speakers comprised
of women in leadership
roles within our community,
Ceinwen Gearon, Denmark
Shire President, Summer
Addy,
CEO
Denmark
Chamber of Commerce and Hannah Gaffney, OnRoad Sales for Elders – who each shared an aspect
of their own journey as women of influence.
As we wing our way towards the end of term one, I
would like to take this opportunity to send out some
well-deserved congratulations and share some
information to improve communication channels in
our school community.
School Ball
Firstly, a highly successful
School Ball was held at Ajar
on Saturday 6 March with
everyone turning out in their
finery to dance the night away.
I was impressed by the high
engagement of all present,
both with one another and with
staff. An enormous thank you
is extended to the fabulous
working party of parents and
community members who made the place look extra
special and very ‘boho chic’ which was the theme of
the ball. Thank you also to the staff who gave of
their time to support this special milestone event for
our Year 11 and 12 students.
International Women’s Day
Thanks goes to Julz
Carte from the local
police who coordinated
a great breakfast at the
Denmark Agricultural
College in honour of
International Women’s
Day. Amy Palmer and I had the pleasure of escorting
16 Year 10 girls to this event.

Our students appreciated the inspiring stories told
and the food for thought … of course, the actual food
was pretty good too! A shout out goes to Denmark
IGA for donating the breakfast.

Reporting to Parents/Caregivers
For the first time, Denmark
SHS has sought and gained
permission to close early for
the two formal reporting to
parents/caregivers days.
These will be held in Week 2 of Term 2 – on
Thursday 29 April and in Week 1 of Term 3 – on
Wednesday 21 July. The school’s timetable will be
suspended at the end of period four on these days
with reporting commencing at 1.30pm and extending
to 6pm. The buses will run as normal so bus
students will be supervised in the school (unless
parents/caregivers sign a leave form for them to go
into town). Of course, if you attend prior to the end
of the school day, you can collect your child in
person.
Appointments will be made via Compass using the
‘Conferences’ feature on your Compass account. A
how-to-guide will be sent home with your child’s
progress report.

Please ensure you have activated your log in and
can access your Compass Parent Portal within the
next two weeks to ensure you are ready to schedule
your Parent-Student-Teacher conferences and don’t
miss out on your chosen timeslots.
We strongly advocate for your child to attend these
meetings with you as education is very much a three
way partnership – teacher – student – parent – with
the student in the centre.
While teachers may tick the box to suggest that a
parent meeting is desired, every family is welcome.
We will also be offering Compass training sessions
on the day – stay tuned for more information closer
to the dates.
P&C Meetings
At our first P&C of 2021 it
was agreed to move the
meeting night to a
Monday in the hope that
this will result in more
people attending. It is a
great opportunity to find
out what is going on in the school and to have a
voice with regards to how the P&C funds are
allocated to support your children.

Voluntary Contributions paid by families helps to
ensure that your child has access to up to date texts
and photocopying, quality consumable materials
such as art and wood supplies, science chemicals
for hands on experiments and food for Home
Economics classes. In senior schooling, these
become even more crucial and are considered
compulsory charges.
This is especially true when payment to a registered
training organisation can sometimes be a
requirement upon enrolment in a certificate course.
The book hire system also ensures that every
student has fair access to the required texts.
We appreciate that times can be tough and money
can be tight, however, your contribution makes a
huge difference and is really appreciated. You can
expect to receive your child’s contributions and
charges next week. Please note that payment plan
options exist. I invite you to contact the school to
discuss how this can be arranged.

The next meeting is set down for Week 8 – Monday
22 March – at 5.30pm in the staffroom. Please
bring a friend! Tea and coffee supplied.
Communication is Key
Compass provides an
avenue
for
you
to
communicate directly with
your child’s teachers. You
also have access to the
Year Coordinators in Clea
Candy (Year 7-9) and Ken
(Grizz) Davies (Years 10-12).
I ask that you be mindful that most staff spend most
of their days with your children and the capacity to
respond swiftly to queries is limited. Teachers will
do their best to respond to emails within three
working days. If this timeframe does not meet your
immediate needs, I urge you to telephone the office
instead.
Contributions and Charges
While the old saying that there’s no such thing as a
free lunch may be true, we are very fortunate to live
in a country where your child’s education is largely
provided through government funding. The Student
Centred Funding Model goes a long way – covering
the income of all employees on site, the buildings,
and infrastructure such as computers, furniture and
fittings.

Kath Ward - Principal

Wouldn’t it be great if all of your child’s information
was available in one place? If communication was
as simple as the click of a few buttons? If payment
and consent for events could be made from your
phone? We thought so, too.
We highly encourage all parents to download the
Compass Parent App and login using the parent
login details previously emailed. If you require your
login details to be re-sent, please don’t hesitate to
contact the Front Office who will be more than happy
to help.
As explained in our last newsletter, effective
immediately, permissions for all events and
excursions your child is invited to or participating in
will only be accepted via Compass unless there is a
legitimate reason you can’t access it.

Available anytime, anywhere (for easier
parenting)
As a parent or carer (we see you!) you have a lot on
your plate. Our iOS and Android apps make
parenting easier.
Communicate with your child’s teacher, view
schedules, and keep track of homework whether
you're on-the-go, or in the comfort of your own home
Never worry about missing a thing
Reduce the stress of parenting, stay in-the-loop with
automated school updates via SMS, email and push
notification.
Perfectly paperless with everything online
Everything is moving online these days, why not
school processes? Never worry about misplacing a
note, report or permission slip again.

Ashleigh Hearn
AFL Sports Ready Trainee

Hi, my name is Ashleigh Hearn
and I am the Physical &
Outdoor Education trainee at
Denmark Senior High School.
Whilst working at the school, I
am currently studying for my
Certificate IV in Sport and Recreation via AFL Sports
Ready.
I thoroughly enjoy sports such as basketball and I
like to adventure in the outdoors, whilst at the same
time, collaborating that with my passion for
photography.

Amanda Brown
NAPLAN will occur this year and will be conducted
online. All Year 7 and 9 students are expected to sit
the Writing, Reading, Language Conventions and
Numeracy Test. Students completing Year 9
NAPLAN will have an opportunity to demonstrate
they meet the literacy and numeracy requirements
for WACE.
They can do this by reaching a Band 8 or higher in
the areas of Numeracy, Reading and Writing.
Attending NAPLAN is important and the following
dates have already been committed to:
 25th March at 9am all Year 7 and Year 9 students
at DSHS are participating in an Australia-wide
ONLINE practice test. The purpose of this
practice is to check online access and make sure
that all schools in the country can access the
online platform. No actual data will be collected
from students.
 Wednesday 12th May Year 7 and Year 9 Writing
Test will occur online
 Thursday 13th May Year 7 and Year 9 Reading
Test will occur online
 Friday 14th May Year 7 and Year 9 Conventions
of Language Test will occur online
 Monday 17th May Year 7 and Year 9 Numeracy
Test will occur online
Absences during this important process need to be
avoided. The actual testing window is very tight and
there are limited opportunities to catch up students
who have missed their scheduled test. If any families
have any concerns about their child’s ability to be
present during the testing window, please contact
Deputy Principal Rebecca Kirkwood as a matter of
urgency.

Student Support Officer

Hi, my name is Amanda Brown
and I am very fortunate to be
undertaking the role of Student
Support Officer at the school this
year.
I moved to Denmark with my
extended family five years ago to
continue my career as a police-woman. I had the
opportunity to meet and assist all facets of our
community and I fell in love with our town, deciding
not to leave once my tenure had expired.
I have been really impressed with the staff, students,
facilities and opportunities available at Denmark
Senior High School. I will not hesitate to send my
own child here. I look forward to contributing to the
wellbeing of all students and their families whenever
I can. My office is set up in the front office area and
my door is always open.

WHO TO CONTACT
Principal
Lower School Deputy
Upper School Deputy
Student Wellbeing

Kath Ward
Rebecca Kirkwood
Amy Palmer
David Brown

Year 7-10 Coordinator
Year 10-12 Coordinator
Learning Support Coordinator

Clea Candy
Ken Davies
Melissa Palmer

Manager Corporate Services
(Contributions and Charges)
School Psychologist
Chaplain
School Nurses

Peter Ridge
Abigail Weber
Louise Smith
Paula Stretton
Rochelle Klose

A Night at the Museum
Year 8s in HaSS recently put on a special one-night
only event in the school staffroom – a “Museum of
the Middle Ages”! Students researched a civilisation
from the Middle Ages, and then created their own
historical artefact for display. The artefacts were
accompanied by informative labels. Parents were
invited and turned out en masse to discover the
wonders of the past. On display were Mayan
sunstones, Polynesian fishing spears, Japanese
weaponry, Viking longboats, Western European
fashions, Incan jewellery, an arrow from West Africa,
Mongolian bows … a world of history brought to
Denmark SHS.
Year 9 2D Visual Arts
students
have
been
creating fantastic artworks
inspired by Mexican Folk
Art this term. Here is a
selection of the eyecatching tiles designed
and painted by the
students in this class.
Emily Gummer

Thanks to all the families and staff who came along
to support on the night and congratulations to the
students who put in the time, effort and enthusiasm
to create some remarkable artefacts.
Anthony Ritchie

CELLS, CELLS!-They're made of organelles!
Mr Bergmanns Year 8 class has been studying
microbiology and this week took some excellent
footage of single-celled paramecium.
Year 10 Science students have commenced the
year studying "Earth & Space Science". As part of
their course, they have been learning about the
different spectral classes of stars, and also how
different colour stars emit different amounts of
energy and radiation. Last week, the students
completed an investigation to examine the
relationship between light, colour and measured
heat.

The class tested four different
kinds of light source, and the
groups that used heat lamps
achieved experimental results
that
gave
a
good
approximation of the predicted
colours and energy yields of
stars.
After they complete the Earth
& Space Science in Week 6, these students will
move into their first rounds of specialised studies in
physics, biology or chemistry.
Steve Bergmann

Well done to those students who had a
great day of Cricket at the Graeme
Wood Shield Cricket Carnival on
Monday the 22nd of February in Albany.
The boys came together with some
brilliant
individual
and
team
performances. Here is a bit of a wrap of
the day:

Basketball News

NASHS 5-105 def Denmark SHS 6-104
Jed Schwarzbach 50 not out off 46 balls including 4
boundaries.
Oliver Pluckhahn 2 wickets.
Great Southern Grammar 4-133 def Denmark
SHS 7-78
Jed Schwarzbach two wickets
Mitchell Rowling 15 runs
Noah Amess 13 runs

As this letter goes to print, the Basketball Program
teams playing in Albany are heading towards finals.
All of our teams are currently in the playoffs and are
playing a very pleasing style of game. I invite all
parents to come and watch your children play. It is a
great spectacle and well worth the effort.
Our senior teams in the Denmark Basketball
Association are also playing very well, with our girls
"A" and "B" teams scheduled to play finals as are our
boys "A" grade.
The Basketball Program at school is heading toward
our testing protocols in both the fitness and skill
areas of the course. All students undertake a
shooting test designed to gauge their form and
consistency.
The fitness testing evaluates a number of specific
aspects such as strength and flexibility combined
with physical endurance via the "Beep Test".
The basketball coaching staff would like to extend a
huge "thank-you" to all the parents who help score,
coach and support the teams we are associated with
on Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday
nights.
Grizzly (Ken Davies)

Denmark SHS 3-131 def ASHS 0-105
Davis Milne 25 runs
Oliver Pluckhahn 33
Justin Otway 43
Albany Senior High School hung on to take the title
for 2021. It was pleasing that all teams won a match
and it showed the evenness of the competition. Well
done to our Denmark SHS boys for being the only
team to beat the title holders, ASHS, on the day.

Keys for Life Parent Workshop
As part of the Year 10 Health
Education Program students
have begun a 10 week Keys
for Life Pre-Driver Education
program delivered by trained
staff members from our HPE
Learning Area. It was fantastic
to see those attend, and a big thank you to Melissa
Carpenter (Albany Coordinator for Road Safety &
Drug Education) for facilitating the workshop.

Cross Country

On Friday 19th March we will hold our DSHS Cross
Country Event. Year 7 – 9 students will be running
2.5km (2 laps of the course) and Year 10-12
students 5km (4 laps of the course). We encourage
all students to participate and have a go to a
capacity they see fit!

YEAR 11 & 12
1:31pm – Students move to Gym to get changed.
1:45pm - Students assemble on Oval. Attendance
taken by Period 5 Teacher.
1:50pm – Briefing
1:55pm – Year 11 Girls
2:00pm – Year 11 Boys
2:25pm – Year 12 Girls
2:30pm – Year 12 Boys
3:00pm – Congratulations and Debrief
3:05pm – Students to get changed if they wish.
3:15pm – Students dismissed.

We ask students to wear their ORANGE on the day,
in line with the ‘National Day of Action against
Bullying and Violence’. https://bullyingnoway.gov.au
Please note that parents and spectators are
welcome to come along and cheer, however, due to
directive, and in accordance with Covid-19
practices, spectators are asked to enter and park on
the gravel track of the top oval. Close enough and
within reasonable distance there will be a sectioned
off area to view runners near part of the track. We
understand this may not be ideal, however, in the
midst of the current situation we hope you respect
this request.

Bullying - support for your child at home
If your child is being bullied, you should always take
action.

Please see below approximate times for each event.

Give your child as much support and love as you can
at home, while you, the teacher and your child come
up with a plan for fixing the bullying. Let your child
know that the situation is not their fault, and it can be
fixed.

We look forward to a high level of involvement from
all students, each to their own level and limits, and
hope for a day full of ORANGE, RUNNING AND
FUN!

Talk to your child about some of the different ways
of dealing with bullying behaviour and why these
work. This will help your child feel more confident
and less powerless about being bullied.

If you have any queries please do not hesitate to
contact Kelly Judd from the Health & Physical
Education Learning area on 9848 0100.

Some ideas:


PROGRAM OF EVENTS
YEAR 9 & 10
8:55-9.03am – FORM
9:03-9:15am – Students move to Gym to get
changed.
9:20am – Students assemble on Oval. Attendance
taken by Period 1 Teacher.
9:25am – Briefing
9:30am – Year 9 Girls
9:35am – Year 9 Boys
10:00am – Year 10 Girls
10:05am - Year 10 Boys
10:30am – Congratulations and Debrief.
10:35am – Students to get changed.
10:47 – Students released for Recess.
YEAR 7 & 8
11:07am – Students move to Gym to get changed.
11:15am – Students assemble on Oval. Attendance
taken by Period 3 Teacher.
11:20am – Briefing
11:25am – Year 7 & 8 Girls
12:00pm – Year 7 & 8 Boys
12:35pm – Congratulations and Debrief.
12:40pm – Student get changed.
12:51pm - Students released for Lunch











Ignore it and move away from the bully.
Encourage your child to physically remove
themselves from children who are teasing or
bullying.
Tell the bully to stop. Standing up to bullies
in a calm way lets them know that what they
are trying to do is not working.
Avoid high-risk places. By keeping away
from situations where bullying occurs, your
child can avoid the attention of bullies – as
long as they are not missing out on activities
because of this.
Stay around other people. It can help to have
others around to protect your child if they are
feeling threatened.
Ask other people for support. Others
probably understand what your child is going
through and are likely to help if needed.
Bullies are less likely to strike if they can see
that your child has backup.
Tell the teacher. Your teacher will be able to
help your child deal with the problem, and
come up with a plan. The bully might not
even know that the teacher is helping your
child.

Bullying - useful links
 www.bullyingnoway.gov.au
provides
information for parents on bullying,
harassment, discrimination and violence in
schools.
 www.bzaf.org.au/
Bully Zero Australia
Foundation’s vision is to protect and
empower
Australian
children
and
adolescents to live a fulfilling life free from all
forms of bullying.
 www.ncab.org.au The National Centre
Against Bullying is creating caring
communities for children.
For parenting information related to bullying and
cyberbullying visit the Raising Children Network
www.raisingchildren.net.au

Denmark Senior High School is proud to continue
The Duke of Edinburgh’s International Award to our
students in 2021.
The Duke of Edinburgh’s International Award, is the
world’s
leading
youthdevelopment program for young
people. It is voluntary, noncompetitive and available to
anyone aged 13-24. The Award
is about individual challenge,
rather than reaching specific
standards set by others. Young
people design their own Award
program, set their own goals,
and record their own progress.
They choose a Service, Physical Recreation and
Skills activity, go on an Adventurous Journey and, to
achieve a Gold Award (the highest level), take part
in a Residential Project.
There are three progressive levels which, when
successfully completed, lead to a Bronze, Silver or
Gold Award. The only person they compete against
is themselves, by challenging their own beliefs about
what they can achieve.
Over eight million young people have participated in
the Award since it began in 1956 and many millions
more have felt its impact in their communities.
The program is a School Curriculum and Standards
Authority endorsed program and Awardees are also
recognised in selection to Australian Universities.
There is some information attached regarding the
Award or for further information about the Award you
may wish to visit their website or at
www.awardswa.org.au

Our staff are enthusiastic to support students
through the program and I encourage you to discuss
this with your child. Please direct any queries to
Jodie Pollard, Award Leader for the Duke of
Edinburgh’s International Award at Denmark Senior
High School.
Jodie Pollard

The past couple of
weeks the Library
has had the pleasure
of having Laura
Blake, a past student
of Denmark Senior
High volunteer a few
days a week.
Laura has completed
her BA from UWA in
English Literature and French Studies and studied in
Cambridge CELTA (Certificate in Teaching English
to Speakers of other Languages). A postgrad Cert in
Applied Linguistics and TESOL from Anglia Ruskin
University in the UK, she is currently studying Library
and Information Science at Curtin.
While in the Library, Laura has created some
fantastic displays and helped students search for
information and inspiring reads.
Thanks so much for your time Laura!

A Night to Remember
As with any school ball,
students are invited to enjoy
a night of dressed up fun
and dance with their friends
to celebrate their final years
of schooling. To say the
Denmark
Senior
High
School
Ball
was
a
resounding success would
be manifestly inadequate.
From the delectable food
and
stunning
location
provided by Ajar restaurant on Mt Shadforth, to the
dance floor and the DJ, we were treated to a night
we will never forget.
In collaboration with student representative, Head
Girl Jess Hilder and generous parent volunteers
Romy Surtees and Sandra Brandao, the school put
in a mountain of work organising the event, and
judging by the results, all parties deserve enormous
commendation.
The night was framed by the delicate ambience of
the decoration; the eloquent bohemian chic floral
arrangements, backdrop for photos and tea light
candles cast a soft glow, while the classic disco ball
brought the party to life. The evening also catered
for everyone with no exception, a concerted effort
was made by organisers to enable Tyler Hartfield, a
charismatic student with cerebral palsy, to enjoy his
school ball and rock the dance floor alongside his
peers, a move that warmed the hearts of all present.
Additionally, vegetarian options littered the food
table and the diverse mix of tunes played throughout
the evening spoke to the thoughtfulness and
inclusive mindset of the planning involved.

Footy season is fast approaching and registrations
are now open! Further information on the upcoming
season will be posted in the coming weeks.
If you are using Kidsport please apply for your code
before you register as you will need this to complete
registration.
Juniors - Year 3 to Year 8, please use the following
link:
https://membership.sportstg.com/regoform.cgi?aID
=4078...
If you have an questions or issues with registrations
please contact:
Tash Lewis, Club Coordinator - 0402334787

Following on from last year, a professional
photographer was invited and was well enjoyed by
students throughout, with everyone eager to bottle
the lightning of the evening. No doubt we will look
back on them as a reminder of our schooling
experience in years to come.
As for the students, everyone looked absolutely
fantastic and seemed to thoroughly enjoy getting all
glammed up and showing off their style before
carrying their energy to the dance floor, which
remained largely occupied throughout.
On behalf of the student body, I express my
gratitude to all who helped prepare the event for us;
it was indeed a night to remember.
Dexter Anderson

Key Award Facts

The Award
The Duke of Edinburgh’s International
Award is a leading and highly recognised
youth development program, enabling and
empowering young people to realise their
full potential and build a brighter future.
Each young person who takes part in the
Award learns a skill, improves their physical
wellbeing, volunteers in their community
and undertakes an Adventurous Journey
within a team.
All Participants are guided and supported
by a network of trained adult Award
Leaders, Assessors, supervisors, and
mentors.

AUSTRALIA
•

Over 40,000 young people participate in the Award
in Australia each year

•

The Award is supported by a network of 60,000+
adult volunteers acting as Award leaders,
Assessors and Supervisors.

•

850,000+ volunteer hours p.a

•

The Award can be found in over 1,200 locations and
institutions across Australia including cities, rural
and remote areas, through Government and
independent schools, universities, Indigenous
communities, refugee support programs,
detention centres, community organisations,
disability groups and other youth programs.

•

775,000+ Australians have participated in the
Award since it’s inception.

INTERNATIONALLY
•

The Award operates in more than 130 countries with
1.2m Participants

•

Over 8 million young people have participated
worldwide.

For More Information, Follow Our Pages!
@TheDukeofEd

@dukeofedaus

The Duke of Edinburgh’s
International Award - Australia

@thedukeofed

The Duke of Edinburgh’s
International Award - Australia

Equipping Young People
For Life and Work!

The Founder: HRH Prince Philip, Duke of Edinburgh, KG KT
Chair of the Trustees: HRH Prince Edward, Earl of Wessex KG GCVO
Chair, International Council: Lord Paul Boateng PC
Australia – National Chair: Hon Gary Nairn AO
CEO: Peter Kaye AM

NAA 17235 29/06/2018

Discover What
You’re Made Of!
www.dukeofed.com.au
1300 438 537

Impact And Benefits

Award Elements
Age:

Open to all young people aged 14 to 24

Through this challenging journey of self-discovery, our
Participants:

Three Levels:

1•

Bronze, Silver & Gold, each progressively more
challenging

Physical Recreation, Skill, Voluntary Service,
Adventurous Journey (plus Gold Residential Project at
Gold level)

Some things need to be experienced in the flesh with
real people and sometimes outside your comfort zone.
These are the things that fill you with real life
experience and a feeling of independence and
satisfaction that can never be taken away.

This is what The Duke of Ed is all about.
A challenging journey full of friends and fun, creating
unforgettable memories along the way. Equipping and
empowering you for whatever you decide to do with
your life.

Key Requirements:

Achieving an Award recognises individual goal
setting and self-improvement through persistence
and achievement. Supervised by an Award Leader
and Activity Assessor/mentor.

Bronze
•
•

6 months
Physical Recreation, Skill, Voluntary
Service, Adventurous Journey

Silver
•
•
•

6 months
12 months for direct entrants
Physical Recreation, Skill, Voluntary
Service, Adventurous Journey

Gold
•
•
•

2
• Learn to take responsibility for their goals and
choices

Four Sections:

Experiences That
Last A Lifetime...

Are equipped and empowered to achieve their
personal best

12 months
18 months for direct entrants
Physical Recreation, Skill, Voluntary
Service, Adventurous Journey,
Gold Residential Project

3•

Become connected to and actively engaged within
their immediate community.

4•

Make a real difference to society through their
positive contributions and involvement

5•

Learn to persevere and overcome barriers to
success

•
6

Learn important life skills such as
communication, resilience, leadership and
teamwork, which increases their career
opportunities
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*No glass or outside alcohol allowed
**Covid restrictions in place: sign in, social distancing
and limited numbers allowed in the market

Eat

Gin Lao
Hot Donuts
Gloria Dieu Pty
Bar Tarifa
German Sausage
Griddle 'n' Fry
Charlie Browns House of Indulgence
Bueno Social
Denmark Grass Fed Lamb
Massimo's Place
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Artisan Brewing
Silverstream Wines
Great Southern Distilling Company
Rising Star Wines
Denmark Heritage Cider Co
Rockcliffe Winery
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Tiny Treasures
Buttah's Country Kitchen
Southern Apiaries
Groomers in the Heart
The Serendipity Gallery
Found Collective
Wildly Weaved

