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IMPORTANT DATES
Wed, February

School Board Meeting

Sat, 6 March

School Ball

Mon, 1 March

PUBLIC HOLIDAY

Year 8 Middle Ages Museum - 4:00-6:00pm

Wed, 10 March

Year 7 Immunisations

Mon, 8 March
Sun-Tue
14-16 March

Year 12 Human Biology Camp

say ‘What did you do in Science today?’ is likely to
get a more detailed response than a generic ‘How
was school?’ and it can trigger reminders about
which days to bring a change of clothes for physical
education classes too.

Message from the Principal
Welcome to a new school
year, and a special welcome
to families new to Denmark
Senior High School.
I look forward to advertising
school tours in the near future
so that those of you who are
yet to see the lovely place
where your children attend
and learn can spend an hour
on the wander with me.
Our first P&C meeting was held in week three and a
small but dedicated team attended. I hope to see the
numbers grow and possibly be able to offer a way
for you to Zoom or WebEx in if attending in person
is not possible. I value you as partners in your
children’s education. Open communication is the
best way to ensure that we work together to the
ultimate benefit of your child.
As you may already be aware, Compass is the
online learning management system we use at
Denmark SHS. We will be advertising information
sessions to help parents and caregivers download
the app and access the key parts of Compass that
will help you to be kept in the loop.
Secondary schools are busy places and the chance
to review the daily notices helps to give a great
insight to the many opportunities on offer – Maths
after school tutoring, school production rehearsals
and more are already in action.
Please consider getting a copy of your child’s
timetable and posting it on the fridge. The chance to

Finally, one of our new school priorities for 2021 is
Health and Wellbeing. Please impress upon your
growing teenager the importance of a good night’s
sleep, eating well, studying regularly but also taking
the time to socialise with family and friends and
getting some exercise in the process. The ‘healthy
body – healthy mind’ mantra sets them up for
success – at school and in life.
I look forward to meeting more parents and
caregivers over the year.
Kind regards
Kath Ward - Principal

3rd Party Providers
The Department of Education
has recently modified the way
schools interact with 3rd party
providers. This change will
impact parents. The new
policy states that schools must
either notify or seek consent
from families when we share
student or parent information with 3rd party
providers. An example of a 3rd party provider is
OLNAWA, a support program that we use to assist
our literacy and numeracy students succeed in
OLNA. We are currently conducting an audit of all
the 3rd party providers that we as a school and
individual teachers engage with. Soon there will
some communication coming home, either notifying
you or seeking your consent, to authorise us to
engage with these 3rd party providers.
Compass is a third party provider and we use this
Department approved school management system
to communicate and store information.
In light of these new Department of Education
security measures and effective immediately,

Compass will now be our primary means of
communicating with families. Previously we have
sent information home using other online platforms
including CognitoForms. This will no longer occur,
all communication home including permission for
your child to attend excursions/camps/events will all
be sent and processed via Compass only. In some
circumstances this may not be possible, such as if
internet is not available where you live. If this is the
case, please contact the school to make alternative
arrangements.

Thank you to all members of the community who
have already reached out to me in a professional or
personal capacity. I feel grateful to be part of the
Denmark community and look forward to working
with you to achieve the best outcomes for your
children.

We understand that some of our families require
support accessing the Compass platform. We will be
hosting information sessions shortly. In the interim,
please follow the link below to the Compass ‘A guide
for parents & families’ and familiarise yourself with
how to download the Compass APP on to an
electronic device and other useful information.

My name is Darren Jacques
and I am absolutely thrilled to
be at Denmark SHS this year. I
really look forward to the year
ahead and the opportunity to
become a part of the Denmark
community.

https://www.compass.education/guide#section-06
Alternatively, please see the brochure at the end of
this newsletter.

Rebecca Kirkwood

Darren Jacques
HoLA Maths & Physical Education

I am a Mathematics teacher of
24 years and I still find joy in
helping students to explore and develop their
understanding of Mathematics.
I also take a keen interest in technology in education
and extra curricula activities.
I enjoy bushwalking, canoeing and hiking, where I
get to explore the beauty of the world in which we
live. I have a particular interest in the flora and fauna
of Western Australia, and the opportunity to live,
work and play here in Denmark opens up some
wonderful opportunities for me to explore this
interest.

Rebecca Kirkwood
Lower School Deputy
My name is Rebecca Kirkwood
and I am very excited to be
joining the Denmark Senior
High School community. I
moved to Denmark in January
with my husband and our three
teenage children. My husband
has also secured employment
at DSHS and our three children
are attending school here as
well. How lucky we all are to
come to such a beautiful workplace every day!

Darren Jacques

Jacinta Wright
Mathematics Teacher
My name is Jacinta Wright and
I am a 7th year Maths teacher
who has previously taught in
Katanning,
Mandurah
and
Karratha and grew up in the
Margaret River region. I love
Maths because it is very black
and white with not too many
grey areas.

I initially gained my teaching qualifications in
Queensland and after relocating to Western
Australia, have spent the past five years as an
educator in the Goldfields at various secondary
schools in leadership positions. Most recently, I was
the Associate Principal at Kalgoorlie Boulder
Community High School.

I enjoy travelling, having been to over 60 countries
and use to hit the Ironman triathlon scene regularly
in my “youth” (I am a 13 x 70.3 Ironman finisher and
5 x Ironman finisher). I was fortunate enough to
qualify for the 2015 70.3 Ironman world
championships in Europe but these days I much
prefer to keep my exercise routines much more
relaxed!

I am an active person and am passionate about the
outdoors. I have already been embraced by the
Denmark Running club and am looking forward to
exploring other sporting pursuits.

I still play an active role through school sports where
I have previously travelled with the WA state
triathlon, cross-country and swimming teams to
compete interstate at a national level.

In my spare time you will most likely find me at the
beach, especially down here. I am so grateful to
have been given the opportunity to teach in such a
beautiful location full of wonderful and connected
people. I look forward to getting to know all of the
Denmark students better and helping them reach
their education goals.
Jacinta Wright

Chloe Lewis – English Teacher
My name is Chloe, and I am
thrilled to be joining the English
team at Denmark Senior High
School this year.
I am a passionate and
enthusiastic
teacher
who
believes student voice should
be at the forefront of education.
My goal as a teacher is to
inspire the students to value reading, find their voice
and use it for issues they find important to
themselves and their community.
Last year, I completed the Teach for Australia
Leadership program and have been teaching Media
and English in Perth for the past few years.
I am looking forward to building positive
relationships with all students and helping each child
achieve success in the classroom.
Chloe Lewis

Sal Bellanger – Literacy Support
Hello, my name is Sal
Bellanger. I have returned from
4 1/2 years of Parental Leave
as
a
Literacy
Specialist
Teacher. Prior to my leave, I
worked at Denmark SHS for five
years in the same role. I have
also worked in Literacy at
NASHS and Broome Senior
High School.
Our daughter has just started Kindy and our son is
at Denmark SHS. Our family enjoys sailing,
mountain biking, camping and spending time at our
farm in Nornalup.
I am looking forward to helping students do their best
and improve their literacy at Denmark Senior High
School.
Sal Bellanger

Sarah Johnson – English Teacher
Hi, I’m Sarah – the new English teacher to DSHS, in
every sense of the word.
Born in Cheltenham, Gloucestershire, in the UK’s
southwest, I’ve been teaching in Australia since
2016 across Perth, Pilbara and now, very luckily, in
paradise!
A keen hiker and beach-wader, I’m delighted to have
this opportunity to live in such a fantastic town and
work with all the lovely students and staff here at the
high school.
It’s been a fantastic start and I feel privileged to see
this wonderful bunch of Year 12’s through to their
graduation.
Sarah Johnson

Chris Kirkwood
Hello, my name is Chris
Kirkwood, I am excited to be
teaching in the Mathematics
and Health and Physical
Education learning areas here
at Denmark SHS.
I have moved here with my wife
and family from Kalgoorlie
where I have taught at Eastern
Goldfields College for the last 5 years. This really is
a sea change for us that is proving to be very
rewarding already.
Thank you for making me feel so welcome, both
here at school and also in Denmark generally. I look
forward to meeting many more of you over this and
the coming years.
Chris Kirkwood

David Hay
Information Technology Teacher
Hello, my name is David Hay and
I have been appointed the
Information Technology teacher
at Denmark SHS for the 2021
school year.
I have a Bachelor of Creative
Industries and a Masters in
Teaching and am qualified
across Primary and Secondary
with specialisations in Computing, Digital
Technologies, HASS, English and Inclusive
Education.
I have plans to complete a Doctorate in Education in
the future, focusing on personalised learning and
technology in education.

I spent several years of my youth traveling across
the country and living in Sydney, Perth and Mount
Barker before moving back to the city to complete
high school and University.
A champion sportsman and runner, having
competed for Australia in Athletics, I enjoy sports,
fishing, boating, technology and writing. Over the
last 20 years I have had a variety of experiences and
careers including IT companies, Federal Police,
managing large hospitality venues and travelling all
over the world to secure events for the city.
I am very happy to be a part of the excellent team at
Denmark Senior High School and am looking
forward to an amazing school year ahead for 2021.
David Hay

Head of Student Wellbeing
My name is David Brown, and I
am extremely happy and
pleased to be the new Head of
Student Wellbeing. Already, I
cannot thank this great
community
enough
for
welcoming myself and family, it
is amazing to now call this
friendly and beautiful town
home.
I come from a background of HASS and English but
have found my calling in student support and student
wellbeing and have made the move here to continue
this fantastic journey. I look forward to working with
the young people of Denmark and their families
throughout their high school careers.
Please feel free open up any conversation around
the supports that the Wellbeing Team can offer. I am
more than happy to have a conversation and
become embedded in the culture of this community.
David Brown

Student Wellbeing Team
The Student Services
team
at
Denmark
Senior High School are
here to support the
health and wellbeing of
our students through
the support of a range
of professionals:
Year Coordinators
Year Coordinators are usually the first point of
contact for students and their parents. If you would
like to know how your child is progressing or have a
concern about their wellbeing, the Year Coordinator
can liaise between parents and teachers. Students
are encouraged to talk to their Year Coordinator if
they are having a friendship issue or experiencing
difficulties in classes.

Learning Support Coordinator
The Learning Support Coordinator oversees the
development and implementation of Individual
Education Plans for students with diagnosed
learning needs. There is also liaison between
teachers, education assistants and parents in order
to provide the right support to each individual. The
Learning Support Coordinator also works in
consultation with outside agencies and visiting
specialists.
School Psychologist, Nurse, Chaplain, Youth
Focus Counsellor and Youth Worker
Our trained professionals have a range of skills and
qualifications to provide targeted support to students
that have specific learning difficulties, medical
issues or may require counselling. Referral to these
services can be made through the Student Services
Coordinator. Alternatively, if the issue is particularly
sensitive, you can contact the front office to make
contact with these services directly.
Head of Student Wellbeing
The Head of Student Wellbeing is able to act as a
bridge between teaching and health service staff. If
your child is experiencing a significant barrier to
learning, you may wish to contact the Head of
Student Wellbeing directly. The Head of Student
Wellbeing is also responsible for monitoring
students who are receiving support, attendance,
Aboriginal education and student leadership. If there
is a concern about your child’s attendance or
wellbeing you may receive a call from the Head of
Student Wellbeing.
We encourage parents to keep open lines of
communication with the school about events and
experiences that may impact student learning. All
matters are treated with professional confidentiality
and we work together to develop strategies to
support student learning during tough times.
Mr David Brown
Head of Student Wellbeing

Lateness to School
Parents
are
asked to ensure
their child leaves
home for school
with
sufficient
time to arrive at
school and be
ready for the commencement of the first lesson for
the day which, is at 8.55am.
Currently there have been a number of students
arriving late to school and therefore missing
important learning opportunities due to their
lateness to class.

Mobile Phone Policy
‘Off and Away all Day’
A friendly reminder to all students and
parents/caregivers to please familiarise yourself with
the Denmark SHS ‘Mobile Phone/Portable
Electronic Device Policy’.

An Important Message for
Parents about the School
Ball

There have been quite a few
students who have already
had their mobile phones
confiscated this term.
A copy of the policy, ‘Mobile
Phone/Portable
Electronic
Device Policy’ is available to
view on our school website.

Dress Code
Parents, before your
child does leave for
school each morning
please check that he/she
is wearing clothing that
reflects the school’s
dress code.
Denmark SHS does have a school uniform which
forms the basics of the school dress code.
Please note that if your child wears clothing to
school that is outside the dress code then you may
be contacted to deliver clothes for your child to
change into that is more appropriate to be worn at
our school.
The Denmark SHS Dress Code Policy is available to
view on our school website.

Year 11/12 School Ball
The Senior School Ball date is set for Saturday, 6th
March 2021 at Ajar Restaurant from 6.00pm to
10.30pm.
All Parents are welcome to attend the grassed area
in front of the clubrooms from 6:00pm to 6:30pm to
take photos and share in the event.
NO student and/or their invited guests will be
permitted to depart until the designated and
communicated time of 10.30pm.
It is bound to be a fantastic, fun filled event!
Gavin Palmer

Our school provides a welcoming and safe
environment for this eagerly anticipated event so
parents can be assured their children can safely
celebrate and have fun at the official function.
We strongly advise against pre and post ball parties,
largely because they usually result in risk taking
behaviours. Please be aware that every student and
their partners will be expected to greet the principal
upon entry to the ball. Anyone presenting as though
under the influence of alcohol or other illegal
substances will be refused entry.
Some parents believe that supplying alcohol to
young people will control the amount they drink,
however, surveys conducted with Western
Australian students show this is not the case and
that it is likely parents will be topping up alcohol
supplied from other sources – for example from 18
year old friends who can legally buy alcohol.
We also remind parents of secondary supply laws
that make it an offence to supply under 18’s with
alcohol in a private setting without parental
permission. If your child has reached the legal
drinking age, please also warn them against giving
alcohol to under-aged friends without their parents’
consent.
We want our students to remain safe from harm
throughout the night of the school ball, so we ask
you not to give your child and their friend’s alcohol
at this time.
Due to the risk of harm and the damage that alcohol
does to the developing brain, the National Health
and Medical Research Council’s alcohol guideline
for young people under the age of 18 is that not
drinking alcohol is the safest option. This and the
secondary supply laws give you two good reasons
not to supply alcohol to your child and their friends.
As a parent, you can help reduce the likelihood of
alcohol-related harm occurring by talking about
alcohol with your child ahead of the school ball.
Accept that teenagers may see things differently to
their parents, so make it a two-way process to calmly
and effectively discuss the issues with them.
For more information go to:
www.alcoholthinkagain.com.au

After they complete the Earth & Space Science in
Week 6, these students will move into their first
rounds of specialised studies in physics, biology or
chemistry.
Lindsay Stirling

Basketball Extension Programme
The Art room is bustling with creativity and
inspiration. Students are well under way with a
range of projects in Visual Arts and already
transforming their ideas into fantastic works of art.
Here is a selection from our Year 11 and 12 General
students exploring 'macro art'. Be sure to keep your
eyes peeled for emerging works throughout the
term.
Hi everyone, just a quick update on happenings
within the DSHS basketball community.
At the present time, our teams playing in Albany
have continued their outstanding success with wins
in all grades. Every team representing DSHS is
currently in the top four which, means all teams will
be playing finals!
If you haven't had a chance to come and watch your
child, children or grandchildren play, I invite you to
visit ALAC on Tuesday or Wednesday to see them
in action.
The Year 8s who have newly joined our programme
have settled in well and seem motivated and eager
to learn. The squad is working hard on defensive
skills and strategies and ball handling. Any home
practise would speed this learning process up very
quickly! 5 minutes a day on ball handling would
make a substantial difference.

Science News

The Denmark Basketball Association is heading
towards its climax and all teams are in with a chance
of qualifying to play finals. Considering this is a
senior competition, our results are outstanding!
Good luck to all teams over the next three weeks.
Grizzly (Ken Davies)

Emergency Services Cadet Corps
Year 10 Science students have commenced the
year studying "Earth & Space Science". As part of
their course, they have been learning about the
different spectral classes of stars, and also how
different colour stars emit different amounts of
energy and radiation. Last week, the students
completed an investigation to examine the
relationship between light, colour and measured
heat. The class tested four different kinds of light
source, and the groups that used heat lamps
achieved experimental results that gave a good
approximation of the predicted colours and energy
yields of stars.

Advice to new parents of new
students at DSHS, we have an
Emergency
Services
Cadet
Corps that meet most Tuesdays
at 3.30 pm. Over the year, recruits
will have the opportunity to learn
valuable skills from our SES &
FESA instructors, as well as participate in
excursions and camp.
For more information, please don’t hesitate to
contact DSHS on 9848 0100.
Rob Jones

Follow the Dream
Follow the Dream is a state-wide
programme aimed at nurturing
high
achieving
indigenous
secondary students who show a
keen interest in achieving
academic excellence and in pursuing their career
aspirations.
For students to be eligible to join Follow the Dream
they must exhibit:
• Exemplary behaviour
• Excellent school attendance (ideally 90% or
better)
• And be achieving well academically (ideally C
grades or higher in Maths, English, Science and
HASS subjects)
Follow the Dream students typically graduate from
Year 12 and undertake tertiary study, further training
or meaningful employment.
The programme offers students tutoring after school
and all students have a personalised learning and
career plan.
Students have access to a variety of guest speakers,
excursions and camps that aim to increase students’
knowledge of culture, career options and also assist
with personal development. Where possible, these
opportunities are conducted out of school hours.
For more information on our Denmark SHS based
programme, please contact:
Sarah Carver
Sarah.carver@education.wa.edu.au
Stuart Myers
Stuart.Myers@education.wa.edu.au

The 2021 school year is off to a great start. A warm
welcome to all the new students and parents.
Have you considered joining the P & C? Our
members support the students and various learning
programs throughout the school such as music,
drama and Steam.
We meet twice per term in Week’s 3 & 8 and have
moved to the new time of 5:30pm on Mondays. Our
next meeting is Monday, 22 March 2021. We hope
to see you there.
Kingsley Gibson – P&C President

A Note from the Community Health Nurse
Welcome to the new school year. Your Community
Health Nurses for 2021 are Paula Stretton and
Rochelle Klose.
Community Health Nurses are skilled in assessing
adolescent health needs. We engage in health
counselling with young people to identify issues,
risks and protective factors, provide advice and brief
intervention, assist with access and referral to other
services, and provide follow up care. Young people
can drop in to the health centre or make
appointments to discuss health and wellbeing
issues.
Adolescent support services - Where to go for
help?
Kids Helpline is a free, private and confidential
telephone and online counselling service specifically
for young people aged between 5 and 25 years. You
can phone the helpline anytime on 1800 55 1800, or
visit the website at www.kidshelp.com.au.
ReachOut.com is an online mental health
organisation for young people, providing practical
support with a range of youth issues not just limited
to mental health but also sexual health,
relationships, abuse, cyber-bullying, body image,
drug use and more. This website is suitable for
students, parents and health professionals and
provides links to emergency counselling, resources
and useful tips.www.reachout.com.au
Headspace is the National Youth Mental Health
Foundation providing early intervention mental
health services to 12-25 year olds, along with
assistance in promoting young peoples’ wellbeing.
This covers four core areas: mental health, physical
health, work and study support and alcohol and
other drug services. Go to www.headspace.org.au
YouthBeyondBlue aims to equip young people with
the knowledge and skills to maintain their own good
mental health and wellbeing and to help recognise
symptoms in people close to them. An online chat
service and 24-hour telephone support line is
available to assist young people to find the help they
need. Go to https://www.youthbeyondblue.com/ or
call 1300 22 4636.
All services to the Community Health Nurse are
free and confidential. Please don’t hesitate to
call me at the school.
Reminder to all Year 7 parents to return
Immunisation forms please. Even if their child
will not be receiving vaccinations at school.
Paula Stretton & Rochelle Klose

Immunisation Information
for Parents

Immunisation programs in our community are
designed to keep everyone well and safe, especially
those people who are most at risk, such as babies.
Parents or legal guardians who make a conscious
informed decision not to immunise their child should
note the following:
 In the case of a Measles or Pertussis (whooping
cough) outbreak, Western Australian schools are
required by the Department of Health, to exclude
students who have not received the appropriate
vaccination.
Please make sure your school-aged child is fully
immunised and that you have provided a copy of the
AIR immunisation record to the school.
Did you know that as parents you can ring the
National registry or visit: the website below to to
check out your child’s immunisation status?
www.humanservices.gov.au
All you need is your Medicare number. Alternatively,
phone 1800 653 809 or email
air@humanservices.gov.au

WHO TO CONTACT
Principal
Lower School Deputy
Upper School Deputy
Student Wellbeing

Kath Ward
Rebecca Kirkwood
Amy Palmer
David Brown

Year 7-10 Coordinator
Year 10-12 Coordinator
Learning Support Coordinator

Clea Candy
Ken Davies
Melissa Palmer

Manager Corporate Services
(Contributions and Charges)
School Psychologist
Chaplain
School Nurses

Peter Ridge
Abigail Weber
Louise Smith
Paula Stretton
Rochelle Klose

Contributions & Charges
A statement of Contributions and Charges will be
posted out in the next few weeks. If you would like
to set up a payment plan, please don’t hesitate to
contact Peter Ridge, Manager Corporate Services.
The school has EFTPOS and credit card facilities
or Direct Banking available (BSB:086595 Account
No. 477711889) to make your payment options
easy.
Secondary Assistance and Clothing Allowance
applications can be completed during Term One
2019 until the closing date of Thursday, 1st April
2021.
Eligible parents will be required to bring their
Centrelink Concession Card into the Front Office for
processing. Eligibility criteria and further information
are available from the School Office.

Parents of Year 8s,
please save the date

Museum of the Middle Ages
th
Monday 8 March
You are invited to attend a
special “one-night only” museum,
to be hosted at the school. On
display will be artefacts of the
Middle Ages created by students
in Year 8 HaSS.
Keep your eyes
peeled for your
official
invite.
Coming soon…

Ocean Heroes is coming
back to Denmark!

'Ocean Heroes aims to improve the wellbeing of those on the autism
spectrum and their families through surfing'. We're coming back to
Ocean Beach and can't wait to share the stoke with the local autism
community once again!

When: 14th March 2021 9am-1pm
Where: Ocean Beach, Denmark
Who: the autism community
How much: Free!
For more details & how to register contact:
info@oceanheroes.com.au
Sam, 0431 930 284
Registrations via EventBrite , www.oceanheroes.com.au

Accessing Compass
There are two ways in which you can access Compass.
1. Via a computer go to: https://denmarkshs-wa.compass.education
and log in using your parents log in credentials supplied by the school:

2. Via your portable device - download the Compass School Manager App from
the App store and log in using your parents log in credentials supplied by the
school:

NB: Please note the app does have reduced functionality compared to the
browser option. You can switch to browser mode in the app if you like

