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~Small enough to care
Large enough to deliver ~

PRINCIPAL’S WELCOME
Welcome to our Senior School program at Denmark Senior High School. Our school has modern
facilities with the subjects for each course being delivered by an experienced and dedicated teaching
staff.
An Independent Public School, Denmark Senior High School provides a first class Year 11 and Year
12 education program that is attuned to the needs and aspirations of all students, the community of
Denmark and the outlying communities in the region. The school delivers a wide range of subjects and
courses that, on successful completion, enable students to achieve the Western Australian Certificate
of Education (WACE).
To achieve their WACE, students select from either an ATAR, General or a Vocational Education and
Training (VET) suite of courses. The ATAR (Australian Tertiary Admission Rank) courses provide
students with the opportunity to gain admission to most of the undergraduate courses offered by
universities both in Western Australia and in other Australian states. Denmark Senior High School is
proud of the high level achievement by students in their ATAR exams and the high number of students
who gain entry in a university. Although a smaller school compared to other schools in the Great
Southern Region, Denmark Senior High School has developed a reputation for high level student
achievement.
The school has engaged with a range of businesses in both Denmark and Albany to form productive
partnerships for students to participate in a range of work placements and (VET) certificates leading to
achievement of nationally recognised industry level qualifications. This range of VET offerings enables
students to select a program of study linked to their interest or vocation beyond Year 12.
Students can also choose to participate in one of the school’s specialist programs. Those studying
music at Denmark SHS have had the opportunity to perform locally, in the Great Southern Region and
at the Schools Opus in the Perth Concert Hall. All students can choose to join in the annual drama
production which is much anticipated and well received by the Denmark community. Members of the
Basketball Specialist Program can choose to extend their development into a range of Physical
Education courses in Senior School. The annual Country Week competition showcases a range of
sports and is a popular choice of many for our students.
This booklet is designed to provide information and guidance for students, with the support of their
parents, to make decisions about an educational pathway to follow and a course of study within the
pathway. You are very welcome to contact the school to seek further information. Prior to selecting
and committing to a pathway and course of study, it is recommended that students and their parents
attend an interview at the school with the school’s course counselling team.

Trevor Henderson
Principal

SENIOR SCHOOL INFORMATION
Introduction
Studying at the senior level means that students are expected to take greater responsibility for their learning
and their decisions. Much information is provided to help students decide which courses to study in Years
11 and 12. The options are many and the need for discussions with parents, teachers, counsellors and
others is very important. Students and parents are advised to make themselves familiar with all the
information available to them in order to make informed decisions.
Parents are an integral part of this process as they provide the biggest single influence in a student’s choice
of direction. Students will be looking for guidance and support in making informed choices and parents are
asked to be active participants during senior schooling.

Changing Courses
ALL YEAR 12 COURSES ARE YEARLONG AND CHANGES CANNOT BE MADE AFTER THE END OF
WEEK 2 TERM 1.
When a student selects a program of study, he/she is committing to the course for the duration of the
program. All year 12 courses are yearlong and students are expected, by in large, to continue with year 11
courses. Where a change is requested they need to discuss this with the Year Coordinator of Deputy
Principal. Any student who changes a course after the commencement of the course must catch up on any
work missed in the new course selected.
There is limited opportunity to make a course change (generally needs to be completed within the first two
weeks of the semester). Parents and students must be aware that there are cut off dates in place for
changes in place set by the School Curriculum and Standards Authority.
When a student selects a program of study, he/she is committing to the courses for the duration of
the program. Course changes are discouraged and can be avoided by:
 Choosing appropriate courses – note the Minimum Entrance Requirements
 Discussing any problems with your teacher and parents
 Working harder when the going gets tough; hand all work in on time, seek extra help and attend
100% of your classes.

Withdrawing from a Course to have Independent Study Time
This option may be available to Year 12 ATAR students and is allocated on the basis of academic merit or
when, in the opinion of School staff, it is seen to benefit a student’s educational outcomes. As a guide, Year
12 ATAR pathway students may withdraw from one subject for study time at the start of Year 12, provided
they have passed all 6 subjects in Year 11 and have a ‘B’ average in 5 of those subjects. Students may also
need to demonstrate a capacity to effectively use independent study time. Applications must be made to
the year group Deputy Principal and will be considered on an individual basis.
Homework and Study
Students studying ATAR pathway courses need to do a minimum of 3 hours’ study per course per week.
This means a student studying 5 ATAR courses needs to commit to a minimum of 15 hours of homework
and/or study each week.
Students studying general pathway courses need to complete a minimum of 1 hour of homework and/or
study per course each week. This means that 6 general pathway courses require 6 hours of homework
and/or study each week.
Homework does not only consist of the work given by the classroom teacher but should also be made up of
self-directed study and revision. This may include organising notes, revision, research, exam study, practical
study or practising additional tasks or questions.
Special Consideration
Students who have a medical condition that may affect their academic results need to notify their Deputy.
If special consideration is required in exams or class as a result of the medical condition, a medical
certificate and/or other documentation must be provided so that arrangements can be put in place. This is
also a School Curriculum and Standards Authority requirement.
Examinations
All students studying ATAR courses in the final year of senior secondary schooling (Year 12) are required
to sit an examination of that course. Practical and performance examinations are conducted in addition to
written examinations for some courses.
Attendance Commitment – Every Day Counts! Every Mark Counts!
Attendance and participation in class is the key to student achievement. Studies show that students who
attend school regularly are more likely to succeed at school. Students are encouraged to aim for 100%
attendance. The only acceptable reasons for absences are sickness or attendance at a school related
activity. Work commitments and holidays are not acceptable reasons for being absent from school. If
students are absent from class they need to collect any missed work from teachers to ensure they keep up
to date with their coursework.
Furthermore, it is vital in Years 11 and 12 that all assessment work is handed in on time, for all courses.
Failure to do so jeopardises a student’s achievement. The Denmark Senior High School Assessment Policy
contains all the relevant details around assessment and students are encourage to make themselves
familiar with all processes detailed.
Please remember that our main priority is to support all our students and their families in this transition
period. Don’t hesitate to get in touch if you have any questions.

Amy Palmer
Deputy Principal – Senior School

WESTERN AUSTRALIAN CERTIFICATE OF EDUCATION
(WACE)
Senior School students in WA study a range of courses and programs developed and overseen by the
School Curriculum and Standards Authority (SCSA). Their achievements are reported by SCSA and
ultimately they are aiming to achieve WACE, a certificate that recognises significant achievement over Years
11 and 12. In the past, most students would achieve “Graduation”; with new more stringent qualification
requirements, not all students will receive a WACE at the end of Year 12. This will raise its value to those
who do achieve WACE.
Those not achieving a WACE will receive a Western Australian Statement of School Achievement (WASSA)
if they have completed any course or program that contributes to WACE.

THE WACE REQUIREMENTS
The Western Australian Certificate of Education (WACE) is awarded to students who have successfully
completed senior secondary schooling in WACE studies and have met the WACE requirements.

To achieve a WACE a student must satisfy the following:
•

•
•
•

complete one of three course combination options
 complete at least four Year 12 ATAR courses OR
 complete at least five Year 12 General courses and/or ATAR courses or equivalent OR
 complete a Certificate II (or higher) VET qualification in combination with ATAR, General or
Foundation courses
demonstrate the literacy and numeracy standards
meet the requirements for breadth and depth of study
meet the achievement standard.

Literacy and numeracy standard requirement:
Students must demonstrate minimum standards of literacy and numeracy by either:
• demonstrating the standard through the Online Literacy and Numeracy Assessment (OLNA); or
• pre-qualifying for a particular component by achieving Band 8 or higher in reading, writing and
numeracy in their Year 9 NAPLAN and being exempted from that component in the OLNA.
Breadth and depth requirement:
Students must complete a minimum of 20 units or the equivalent, including:
• a minimum of ten Year 12 units or the equivalent
• four units from an English learning area course, post-Year 10, including at least one pair of Year 12
units from an English learning area course
• one pair of Year 12 units from List A
• one pair of Year 12 units from List B.
Achievement standard requirement:
Students must achieve 14 C grades or higher (or equivalents) in Year 11 and Year 12 units, including at
least six C grades (or equivalents) in Year 12 units.

C grade equivalents can also be obtained through Vocational Education (VET) programs and/or Endorsed
Programs. The maximum unit equivalence available through these programs is eight units – four Year 11
units and four Year 12 units. Students may obtain unit equivalence as follows:
•
•
•

up to eight unit equivalents through completion of VET programs, or
up to four unit equivalents through completion of endorsed programs, or
up to eight unit equivalents through a combination of VET and endorsed programs, but with endorsed
programs contributing no more than four unit equivalents.

The amount of unit equivalence allocated to VET and endorsed programs are as follows:
• VET qualifications
o Certificate I is equivalent to two Year 11 units
o Certificate II is equivalent to two Year 11 and two Year 12 units
o Certificate III or higher is equivalent to two Year 11 and four Year 12 units
• Endorsed programs – unit equivalence is identified on the Authority’s approved list of endorsed
programs.

THE ONLINE LITERACY AND NUMERACY ASSESSMENT (OLNA)
A student who achieves Band 8 or above in the reading, writing or numeracy component of the Year 9
NAPLAN, will be considered to have pre-qualified for that component.
• The OLNA has three components – reading, writing and numeracy.
• It is compulsory for students to sit the numeracy, reading and/or writing components in Semester 1
of Year 10.
• If students do not meet the standard in Semester 1, then they must sit in Semester 2 of Year 10,
and, if required, Semester 1 of Year 11.
• From then on, and if required, students may choose when next to sit the assessment. Students will
have up to six opportunities (in March and September of each year) before completing Year 12, to
demonstrate the WACE minimum standard of literacy and numeracy.
• Students will be required to satisfy both the reading and writing components in order to demonstrate
the minimum WACE literacy standard.
Meeting the Literacy and numeracy standards:
• is a benchmark of educational achievement
• is valued by employers and post-school training providers
• ensures all students leave school with the best chance of future success.

STUDY PATHWAYS
At Denmark Senior High School, students can choose courses from three study pathways to make up their
course requirements:
1. WACE Courses (three course types – ATAR, General and VET industry specific)
•
•
•

ATAR course units for students who are aiming enroll in a university course directly from school.
These courses will be examined by the Authority and the WACE Examination results contribute
to the achievement of an Australian Tertiary Admission Rank (ATAR).
General course units for students who are aiming to enter further training or the workforce
directly from school. These courses will not be examined but students will be monitored against
predetermined standards and a statewide “Common Assessment Task” in Year 12.
Vocational Education and Training Industry Specific (VETis) courses for students who are
aiming to enter further training or the workforce directly from school. VETis courses have been
developed in close consultation with WA Industry Training Councils and include a full, nationally
recognised qualification and mandatory industry-related workplace learning.

2. VET Qualifications – these are Nationally Recognised Certificate Qualifications delivered through a
Registered Training Organisation.
3. Endorsed Programs – provide access to areas of learning not covered by WACE courses or VET
qualifications and contribute to the WACE as unit equivalents. These programs are identified on The
School Curriculum and Standards Authority approved list of endorsed programs and are for students
wishing to participate in programs that are delivered in a variety of settings by schools, workplaces,
universities and community organisations.
Students can choose a combination of courses from these study pathways to create a personalised pathway
that suits them best to meet the requirements of the WACE and set them up for life beyond school. When
selecting a pathway, students should consider their post school options and may like to consider the
following:
Heading to university once you finish Year 12? - For direct entry students should choose a course mix
that leads to at least four Year 12 ATAR courses so they can achieve an ATAR. This rank is used by
universities as a selection mechanism. There are alternative pathways into University studies but this path
is the most direct. More information about the ATAR is available at http://www.tisc.edu.au
Not aiming to go to University? – Students will need to achieve the minimum WACE requirements through
a combination of ATAR, General and/or Certificate courses. A minimum of 20 (10 pairs) of Course Units are
required to achieve the WACE).

THE STRUCTURE OF YOUR PATHWAY
Students are required to choose SIX courses (comprising two units each) to study in Year 11, followed by
and FIVE or SIX courses in Year 12. In most cases these will be the same courses for both years. This
means you must be sure of your selections and be committed to success in them all. Year 11 students will
not be allowed a private study line as this may jeopardise WACE graduation.
NOTE:
• As with all Senior High Schools, Denmark SHS will only run courses if sufficient students enrol to
sustain them through to Year 12.
• Clashes are unavoidable, so students should consider the location of courses on the Selection
Grid when determining the totality of their course section.
• Student wishing to undertake ATAR courses in Year 11 should ideally be achieving at a B or better
in their Year 10 course and have teacher recommendation.
• A very sound C grade or better and teacher recommendation will be the absolute minimum Year 11
grade required for students to progress to any examinable course in Year 12.

ATAR PATHWAY COURSES
ATAR Courses are examined externally for the purposes of university entrance each subject in Year 11 is the
counterpart of a subject in Year 12 and is normally studied as a prelude to the Year 12 course.
Year 12 ATAR Pathway
Biology
Chemistry
Computer Science (Programming)
English
Geography
Human Biology
Literature
Mathematics Applications
Mathematics Methods
Mathematics: Specialist
Modern History
Outdoor Education
Physics
Psychology

List
B
B
B
A
A
B
A
B
B
B
A
B
B
A

Course Code
ATBIO
ATCHE
ATCSC
ATENG
ATGEO
ATHBY
ATLIT
ATMAA
ATMAM
ATMAS
ATHIM
ATOED
ATPHY
ATPSY

Proposed Course Charges
Standard
Standard
Standard
Standard
Standard
Standard
Standard
Standard
Standard
Standard
Standard
High
Standard
Standard

Please Note - Course Charges remain compulsory in Senior Schooling Years 11 – 12
Course Charges have not been finalised at this time so please use the following as a guide when
selecting courses

ATAR Pathway Courses
General Pathway Courses

Standard Cost per Course
$50 - $100
$50 - $100

High Cost per Course
$100 - $200
$100 – $200

GENERAL PATHWAY COURSES
General courses do not contribute to direct university entrance eligibility. Although these courses stand
alone each year, it is recommended that students select a course to student over the two year of senior
schooling as it can be difficult to pick up a new course in Year 12 if the background has not been covered
in Year 11.

Year 12 GENERAL Pathway

List

Applied Information Technology
Drama
English
Geography
Mathematics Essential
Materials, Design and Technology – Wood
Materials, Design and Technology –
Textiles
Music
Outdoor Education
Physical Education Studies
Visual Art

B
A
A
A
B
B
B

Course
Code
GTAIT
GTDRA
GTENG
GTGEO
GTMAE
GTMDTW
GTMDTT

A
B
B
A

GTMUS
GTOED
GTPES
GTVAR

Proposed Course Charges
Standard
Standard
Standard
Standard
Standard
High
High
Standard
High
High
High

VOCATIONAL EDUCATION AND TRAINING
(VET) COURSES
Students may express an interest in one of the following VET Certificate courses. Please note that VET
offerings are not finalised until late in the year in consultation with registered training organisations
(RTO) and may be cancelled or subject to change. Students who apply for one of these programs may
be required to attend an interview and will be subject to meeting the RTO’s selection requirements.
Students must be aware that a number of these courses are competitive entry courses and operate
independently of the school.
Certificate courses delivered onsite (SRTAFE – Denmark Campus)
Certificate II in Building and Construction (Trades)
52824WA
$25
Certificate II in Hospitality
SIT20316
Certificate courses delivered offsite (SRTAFE Albany Campus)
*NB: Enrolment in these courses is subject to SRTAFE application processes and offerings are
subject to change
Certificate II in Building and Construction (Trades)
52824WA
Certificate II in Conservation and Land Management
AHC21016
Certificate II in Horticulture
AHC20416
Certificate II in Kitchen Operations
SIT20416
Certificate II in Retail Cosmetics
SHB20116
$25
Certificate II in Salon Assistant
SHB20216
Certificate II in Sport and Recreation
SIS20115
Certificate II in Tourism
SIT20116
Certificate III in Education Support
CHC30213
Certificate IV in Preparation for Health & Nursing
52831WA
Authority Developed Workplace Learning – Endorsed Program
ADWPL
$30
Benefits of undertaking a VET course  Training in a nationally recognised qualification
 Hands-on vocational experience
 Contributes to WACE (Western Australian Certificate of Education)
 A pathway for further training beyond school
 Life and employability skills
 Opportunity to participate in the workplace learning endorsed program

Some of these certificates will attract additional costs for courses such as First Aid Certificate, White Card and
Drug and Alcohol Test which will be billed separately to the course costs.

