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IMPORTANT DATES
Year 12 Exams – 08/06-12/06

Year 11 Exams – 15/06-19/06

Year 10 Exams – 22/06-26/06

2020 Student Councillors
It seems like a lifetime ago but halfway through last term the student
body at Denmark SHS elected 17 Student Councillors from Years 7 12. Over 90% of our students voted from a field of 26 candidates and
the counting was extremely close in some year levels.
One of our first tasks was to attend the GRIP Leadership Conference in
Albany on March 11th. The conference was unique in that it
concentrated specifically on training student leaders for their role as
SCHOOL LEADERS. The interactive sessions were enjoyed by all and
our students displayed high levels of team work and integrity with the
other schools.
One goal was that our student leaders would leave the conference with
a clear vision, a solid understanding and dozens of ideas for their time
as a leader. Before we had even left Albany I was on the phone back to school sharing ideas they were ready to try
out! It was great to hear their ideas on collaborating with the wider community, new events that include our whole
student body and building support for existing (albeit postponed) events on the school calendar.
As we emerge into a post Covid-19 environment, we will follow up this conference up with weekly meetings and a
teambuilding and planning workshop later in Term 2 to bring some of their fantastic ideas into fruition.
Watch this space!
Sarah Carver - Student Services Coordinator
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 All visitors on the school site must have their visit
authorised by the Principal and report to the
school’s administration office.
 School Board and P&C meetings can now be
held on the school site – after school hours and
with a maximum of 20 people, the 4 metre square
rule applies.

Student Return
Welcome back to our students after a lengthy period
of mixed mode learning since late March. With the
government announcement that all students are
expected to attend school from Monday 18 May
2020, I am pleased to advise the attendance rate for
today was an excellent 91% - well done to everyone
and I look forward to see the remaining students to
recommence school during this week – unless they
are unwell.
I am very grateful to, and thank our school staff for
their provision of both face-to-face learning and
learning from home opportunities during the first
three weeks of Term 2 so as to continue curriculum
delivery to all students. Thank you also to the
teachers who monitored and supported those
students who were learning from home over the last
three weeks. All staff are very pleased to have the
students back in their classrooms where learning is
at its best.

School is Still Not Business as Usual
Despite student attendance at school being
compulsory from today and the classroom teaching
and learning of the school curriculum being back to
normal, our school organisational operations will not
be back to normal until the government removes the
current restrictions it has for public schools due to
COVID-19. Student safety has always been a
priority for us and will continue with the extra
cleaning and hygiene practices that commenced at
the beginning of Term 2. Please note the following
practices that will be in place from today at Denmark
SHS due to the current government restrictions:
 Parents/carers to drop off/pick up children at safe
places outside of the school (eg Beveridge
Street) or in the school car park off South Coast
Highway as many parents are currently doing.
Parents using the school car park are asked to
please not get out of their car unless they have
an appointment at the school.
 Pre-arranged parent/carer meetings with school
staff can still occur.
 Incursions and excursions are not allowed –
exemptions are for senior school subjects in
relation to course completion.
 Interschool activities and camps will not be
conducted.
 School assemblies and school community events
are not to be conducted.

The following three school events scheduled for
2020 will not be occurring: Country Week, School
Production and the student trip to Canberra.
Planning is in place for school teams to participate
in the National Basketball Championships to be held
in Melbourne in December. Planning is also in place
for the school’s annual Music Showcase to be held
in late November. Please note, although planning is
in place, participation will depend on the relevant
government restrictions being lifted in sufficient time
for the planning to be implemented.

Voluntary Contributions and Charges
I have delayed the distribution to parents/carers of
the 2020 Voluntary Contributions and Charges due
to the onset of COVID-19 and the impact it may have
been having on families. Normally distributed in midTerm 1, the invoice for the 2020 Voluntary
Contributions and Charges will be sent to
parents/carers during the week commencing
Monday 1 June 2020. On receiving the invoice,
whilst an early payment can be made, payment of
the invoice can be delayed to be received by the
school no later than 31 August 2020.
A payment plan to allow the invoice to be paid over
a number of payment instalments is acceptable and
can be arranged by first contacting Peter Ridge,
Manager Corporate Services at Denmark SHS on
9848 0100. Payment options are listed on the
invoice.

Student Council
Congratulations to the students who recently
received their Student Counsellor badge following
appointment to the Student Council by their peers. It
is very pleasing to note their enthusiasm, under the
guidance of Ms Carver, to enable a student voice in
the school and for them to plan for a number of
activities for students throughout the year.
Trevor Henderson

Synergy Solar Car Challenge

Planning for the Synergy Solar Challenge begun in
Week 2 of Term 1. We were sent a package which
contained all of the items needed to build a class set
of solar cars. Students from Mrs Maiolo class built
and tested their cars then raced against each other
in a knockout challenge. The winners were our first
team to go to the Grand Final in Albany: Tom Stock,
Charlie Benson, Tilly Price and Ella Sinclair. The
cars were then dismantled, then it was time for Mrs
Arlandoo’s class to try their hand at building and
testing the cars, unfortunately this day was overcast
and made racing difficult catching the slightest sun
poking out between the clouds.
After racing and finding a class winner, Silmi
Rohmah, Matlida Barker and Maia Milbourne, we
had a final between both winning teams. Lastly Mr
Brough’s class had their turn, they gave a good fight
but there could only be one winning team consisting
of Olivia Chi, Sam Wimpenny, Marlon Mastalerz and
Harper Thompson. As we were able to take two
teams to compete and one team to spectate we
found our final winning competition team from Mrs
Arlandoo and Mr Maiolo’s classes.
Thursday, 12th March
was the race day in
Albany.
As
we
entered the gym at
North Albany Senior
High School we were
greeted with many
tables
of
eager
students excited to try
to win the Grand
finalist trophy. Each
team had a table with
their new solar car kit
and an hour to
assemble and test
their car. Unfortunately, the weather of the Great
Southern didn’t surprise us with its unpredictability
and what began as a sunny, cloud free day then
turned overcast and rainy. The Solar Car Challenge
was to be held inside. The gym was then
transformed from a table filled space to a raceway.

Teams drew numbers to determine the racing order,
unfortunately this placed both DSHS teams in the
same first heat and Team A knocked out Team B to
go to the second and subsequently the third and final
round. It was here that our winning streak ended and
we ended up placing 3rd.
The students enjoyed
their time building and
racing their solar cars
and represented the
school well.
We participated in the
Synergy Solar Car
Challenge this year to
inspire students to
display the practical
application
of
Mathematics
and
to make maths more
accessible
to
all
students.
This
competition increases the awareness of the practical
applications of mathematics and different career
possibilities for students. The solar car challenge
allowed the students to try electrical engineering and
ponder the use of sustainable energy sources.
We feel hands on learning is important to improve
resilience, problem solving and to encourage
students to be critical thinkers in a team
environment.
Thank you to all of the students involved and the
staff for assisting the to be able to happen.

What History Can Teach Us
About Global Pandemics
In HASS last term, we did a research task about the
Black Death (that arrived in Europe in October
1347). The Black Death influenced the formation of
modern Europe. The song “Ring around the Rosie”
was written about the Black Death symptoms. “Ring
around the Rosie” referred to a red circular rash
common in some form of the plague. The posies
would have represented the different flowers and
herbs people carried to ward off the disease. The “ati-shoo” and falling down was supposed to mimic
sneezing and eventually dying from the disease.
To treat the disease, weird and strange medicine
were formed. Most of them worked and others did
not succeed with curing the plague. The primary
responsibility of the plague doctors, or Medics Della
Peste, was not to cure or treat the patients. Their
duties were more administrative and laborious as
they kept track of causalities of the Black Death and
helped with the occasional autopsy or witnessed
wills of the dead or dying people.

Black Death never really ended. It returned with a
vengeance 800 years later but officials in the port
city of Kagura slowed its spread by keeping arriving
sailors in isolation. This is the same as the physical
distancing we are using to control the coronavirus
today.
By April Williams (Year 8)
And Dr. Julia Anwar McHenry

‘Celebrating and Appreciating
the Work You Do!’
Thank you to all the students and parents for their
efforts over the recent weeks of home study.
Ingredients were precious and I appreciated all the
work you accomplished!
The back of my classroom is full of photos of your
inspiring cooking adventures.
Thank you, thank you, thank you!
Jodie Pollard

Bags made from Recycled Jeans

Some of the connections I made with Covid-19 and
the Black Death were that the Black Death caused a
huge
population
decrease,
paranoia
and
superstition increased. Like Covid-19, the Black
Death was very contagious: Boccaccio wrote, “the
mere touching of clothes appeared to itself
communicate the malady to the toucher”. The Black
Death was also very efficient, people who went to
bed healthy at night could be dead in the morning.
Today scientists know that the bacillus that caused
the Black Death travels from person to person
through the air, as well as through the bite of an
infected flea or rat. Both of these pests could be
found nearly everywhere in Medieval Europe, but
were particularly at home aboard ships of all kinds,
which is how the deadly plague made its way
through one European port city after another. The

Reversible denim bags
made from recycled jeans.
Apart from a few needles
and some thread, these
bags were totally cost free.
Lovingly
created
by
awesome Year 10 & 11
Textiles students who
were hoping to display
their work at the upcoming
‘NotWaste’
Festival.
Donations of jeans, t-shirts
and any sewable scraps
are always welcome at the Textiles room.
Jodie Pollard

Recycling

Thank you!!
As part of the home
learning task, I asked
Food students to look at
their family’s recycling
habits and with parent
permission, come up
with a more effective
system of sorting and

storing at home.
Students were asked to focus on the little things too
and start collecting smaller items of which, they
could then bring into school to add to our collection.
In the food room we are recycling:
1. Bread bag clips, these are recycled and the
money used for purchasing wheelchairs. If you
want more information about this project head to
https://www.facebook.com/aussiebreadtags/
2. Milk / juice bottle tops, these are recycled and
money used for prosthetic limbs. If you want more
information about this project head to
https://envision.org.au/envision-hands/
Thank you to all the families who have taken this on
and are bringing in recycling items to add to our
collection. These recycling projects will continue so
keep bringing them in.
Jodie Pollard

Big thank you Bruce Turner and Belinda Ross who
painted the basketball court lines and put the second
last back board on the outside courts.
Well Done, looks fantastic!!

Teen Triple P
Positive Parenting Program
Parenting teenagers can be tough; so life at home
can be a little strained. Maybe your 13-year-old son
grunts instead of speaking to you. Or your 14-yearold daughter wants to go to parties with people you
don’t even know. It’s not that you’ve got a 'wild' kid.
You would just like to make sure things don’t get out
of hand.
Teen Triple P can help address everyday concerns,
such as how to encourage responsible behaviour,
improve
family
relationships,
deal
with
independence or manage problems at school or with
friends.
Speak to your school or local School Health Nurse,
Paula Stretton on 0427922 663 to enquire about
the Teen Triple P online program and register an
interest in attending an online parenting program.
I have included some Teen Triple P tips and
strategies that are included in the program.
Paula Stretton – School Health Nurse

Novel Coronavirus (COVID-19) Update
Dear parents and students
Updated Advice from the Chief Health Officer
Schools have now been open for students since the commencement of Term 2 and I am very
encouraged by the way the school community, parents and students are caring for their health and
attending school in a responsible way. This is building community confidence in the safety of our
schools with the overall attendance rate reaching over 82%.
WA recently recorded 14 days with only 2 reported cases, both of whom were rapidly identified and
are in isolation. With over 56,000 negative tests and only 7 active cases, there is no evidence of
community transmission.
The WA State Government has recently announced further decisions about the easing of restrictions
in our state as part of a phased approach in the management of the pandemic. These decisions
have been based on public health advice and will continue to be carefully monitored in the weeks
ahead.
Public health measures already in place to protect the community will remain a focus during this time,
including broad testing, comprehensive contract tracing when a case is identified, isolation and
quarantine measures where required, and education about social distancing and hand hygiene.
Plans remain in place to ensure immediate response to any reported infections in the school setting
when needed to prevent the spread of any illness.
I continue to recommend that schools should remain open to all students and families should be
encouraged to return their children to the classroom. If your child is more vulnerable due to health
problems or you have a vulnerable adult living in your home, then I would recommend seeking advice
from your specialist medical practitioner as to whether returning to school remains the best option
for you.
We need to remain diligent during this time and I encourage you to please make sure you keep your
child home if they are unwell and, if you or your child have fever, cough or cold symptoms, get tested
for COVID-19. We should all continue to follow the social distancing guidelines when interacting with
other parents, teachers and school staff.
Thank you again for your leadership and support during this challenging time.
Yours sincerely
DR ANDY ROBERTSON
Chief Health Officer
May 2020

Denmark Youth Outreach (DYO)
Meet Andrew!
Andrew Talmage is our new Denmark Youth Outreach
worker. He has a background that includes tertiary
studies in Health Science, English, Philosophy and
Secondary Education. He is a foster parent and has
previously worked supporting young people in out-ofhome care situations. Andrew has a diverse range of
experience having previously served in the Army,
worked in the mining industry and at the Albany
Community Hospice.
Denmark Youth Outreach (DYO) is a free, support
service for young people 12 to 18 years of age. The
service is accessible for young people and their
families who reside within the Shire of Denmark. The
service provides early intervention and support to
young people to prevent and address crisis, those
experiencing a difficult transition through adolescence
and needing additional support.
Young people can be assisted with mentoring, relationships and information to assist in managing
their health and wellbeing. DYO provides advocacy, referrals and support to access specialist services,
including AYSA homelessness services.
In partnership with Denmark Senior High School, DYO has established a youth friendly office space at
DSHS for DSHS students. In addition, this service is mobile and operates from a variety of locations
including community venues, providing home visits or meeting with young people and/or with their
families in a place of their choosing.
Referrals to DYO are accepted through DSHS via the Student Services Coordinator or directly from
individuals/families, partner agencies, health related services and youth related organisations.
Andrew will be working three days per week in Denmark and can be contacted via email,
denmark.outreach@aysa.org.au or on mobile 0419 247 161.
This service is funded by the Shire of Denmark and managed by Albany Youth Support Association
(AYSA).

