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PRINCIPAL’S WELCOME 

 
Welcome to our Senior School program at Denmark Senior High School. Our school has modern 
facilities with the subjects for each course being delivered by an experienced and dedicated teaching 
staff. 
 
An Independent Public School, Denmark Senior High School provides a first class Year 11 and Year 12 
education program that is attuned to the needs and aspirations of all students, the community of 
Denmark and the outlying communities in the region.  The school delivers a wide range of subjects and 
courses that, on successful completion, enable students to achieve the Western Australian Certificate 
of Education (WACE). 
 
To achieve their WACE, students select from either an ATAR suite of courses or a Vocational Education 
and Training (VET) suite of courses.  The ATAR (Australian Tertiary Admission Rank) courses provide 
students with the opportunity to gain admission to most of the undergraduate courses offered by 
universities both in Western Australia and in other Australian states.  Denmark Senior High School is 
proud of the high level achievement by students in their ATAR exams and the high number of student 
who gain entry in a university.  Although a smaller school compared to other schools in the Great 
Southern Region, Denmark Senior High School has developed a reputation for high level student 
achievement. 
 
The school has engaged with a range of businesses in both Denmark and Albany to form productive 
partnerships for students to participate in a range of work placements and (VET) certificates leading to 
achievement of nationally recognised industry level qualifications.  This range of VET offerings enables 
students to select a program of study linked to their interest or vocation beyond Year 12. 
 
Students can also choose to participate in one of the school’s specialist programs.  Those studying 
music at Denmark SHS have had the opportunity to perform locally, in the Great Southern Region and 
at the Schools Opus in the Perth Concert Hall.  All students can choose to join in the annual drama 
production which is much anticipated and well received by the Denmark community.  Members of the 
Basketball Specialist Program can choose to extend their development into a range of Physical 
Education courses in Senior School.  The annual Country Week competition showcases a range of 
sports and is a popular choice of many for our students. 
 
This booklet is designed to provide information and guidance for students, with the support of their 
parents, to make decisions about an educational pathway to follow and a course of study within the 
pathway.  You are very welcome to contact the school to seek further information.  Prior to selecting and 
committing to a pathway and course of study, it is recommended that students and their parents attend 
an interview at the school with the school’s course counselling team. 
 
 
 
 

Trevor Henderson 

Principal 
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School Facilities 

Denmark Senior High School is within walking distance of the town centre but retains a pleasant rural 
outlook. The site has a variety of settings suitable for enriching the learning environment. As part of their 
cross curricular studies the students have had input into the design and building of landscaping projects 
that include gazebos, native gardens, paths, sitting areas and passive recreation areas.  
 

The Science laboratories are equipped to deliver Chemistry, Biology, Psychology and Physics. They 
also boast an outside preparation area and on-site Aquaculture facility.  
 

Our full-sized gymnasium enables the school to offer a wide range of sport related programs.  The 
gymnasium is also used as a venue for assemblies, concerts, drama and dance.  It is supplemented 
with extensive ovals, courts and cricket nets. Our bus allows us to access nearby river and beach 
locations to extend the student offerings to canoeing, snorkelling, surfing and swimming. A Specialist 
Basketball Program operates and students have the opportunity to attend Country Week Sports 
Competition in a range of sports.  
 

The Design and Technology building is equipped with a design and drafting room to support the new 
state-of-the-art Metal and Wood workshops containing a range of industry standard machinery.  This 
allows students to explore wood, mechanical and metal technologies in an industrial context.   Royalties 
for Regions funds were used to incorporate a Trade Training Centre into these new facilities. 
 

The Food Technologies rooms cater for clothing and fabrics, and has a food preparation area where 
students can demonstrate skills at industry standards. It also has ready access to a computer laboratory. 
A separate commercial kitchen and attached “Café” area enhance opportunities in the hospitality area.  
 

The Art room is capable of dual use as a ceramics or Visual Arts space with modern kilns and access 
to a design studio. 
 

Our Music room with adjacent small studio rooms allows the development of students’ skills in class 
music, individual tuition and the School Band. The Drama room has recently been refurbished and is 
now an excellent rehearsal and performance space. Each year students have the opportunity to 
participate in the annual Drama production.  
 

Our Computer laboratories are complete with new computers, multi-media equipment, 3D printing and 
Robotics resources. All rooms in the school have access to computers and are networked with internet 
access.  There is a rich potential for students to develop their IT skills and to extend their knowledge in 
all learning areas.  
 

Our Library is well stocked with a rich resource of print and non-print materials, as well as having a 
strong technological base. The recent building program has created a much larger library and includes 
video conferencing facilities and a study area/small classroom space. In addition it contains a large 
lecture theatre with integrated audio-visual facilities. A Video Conferencing Centre is attached to the 
Library. 
 
Our links with the South Regional TAFE (Albany Campus), YMCA and other Training Providers allow 
us to deliver a Vocational Education and Training (VET) program that includes national industry 
certificate level programs in areas such as Business, Information Digital Media and Technology, Music, 
Hospitality, Sport and Recreation, Outdoor Recreation and Building and Construction. 
 

 
  



 

 
Western Australian Certificate of Education (WACE) 

Senior School students in WA study a range of courses and programs developed and overseen by the 
School Curriculum and Standards Authority (SCSA). Their achievements are reported by SCSA and 
ultimately they are aiming to achieve WACE, a certificate that recognises significant achievement over 
Years 11 and 12. In the past, most students would achieve “Graduation”; with new more stringent 
qualification requirements, not all students will receive a WACE at the end of Year 12. This will raise 
its value to those who do achieve WACE.  
 

Those not achieving a WACE will receive a Western Australian Statement of School Achievement 
(WASSA) if they have completed any course or program that contributes to WACE. 
 

The WACE Requirements 
Achievement of your WACE acknowledges that at the end of students compulsory schooling students 
have met the required minimum standards in an educational program that has suitable breadth and 
depth. 
 

To achieve a WACE a student must satisfy the following: 
 

General requirements 

 demonstrate through the Online Literacy and Numeracy Assessment (OLNA), a minimum standard of literacy and 

numeracy based on the skills regarded as essential for individuals to meet the demands of everyday life and work in a 

knowledge‐based economy.  

 complete a minimum of 20 units or equivalents as described below 

 complete four or more Year 12 ATAR courses 

 complete at least four Year 12 ATAR courses OR 

 complete at least five Year 12 General courses and/or ATAR courses or equivalent OR 

 complete a Certificate II (or higher) VET qualification in combination with ATAR, General or Foundation courses 
 

Breadth and depth 
Students will complete a minimum of 20 course units or the equivalent. This requirement must include at least: 

 a minimum of 10 Year 12 units or the equivalent 

 two completed Year 11 English units and one pair of completed Year 12 English units 

 one pair of Year 12 course units from each of List A (Arts /Languages/Social Sciences) and List B (Mathematics/ 

Science/Technology). 
 

Achievement standard 

Students will be required to achieve 14 C grades (or equivalents, see below) in Year 11 and Year 12 units, including at least 

six C grades in Year 12 units (or equivalents). 
 

Unit equivalence can also be obtained through Vocational Education and Training (VET) programs and/or endorsed programs. 

The maximum unit equivalence available through these programs is eight units – four Year 11 units and four Year 12 units. 

Students may obtain unit equivalence as follows: 

 up to eight unit equivalents through completion of VET programs, or  

 up to four unit equivalents through completion of endorsed programs, or  

 up to eight unit equivalents through a combination of VET and endorsed programs, but with endorsed programs 

contributing no more than four unit equivalents. 

 
The amount of unit equivalence allocated to VET and endorsed programs are as follows: 

 VET qualifications 

o Certificate I is equivalent to two Year 11 units 

o Certificate II is equivalent to two Year 11 and two Year 12 units 

o Certificate III or higher is equivalent to two Year 11 and four Year 12 units 

 Endorsed programs – unit equivalence is identified on the Authority’s approved list of endorsed programs.  



 

 
Special Notes on Course requirement and Graduation 

There are five types of courses developed by the Authority  

1. ATAR course units for students who are aiming enroll in a university course directly from 

school. These courses will be examined by the Authority and the WACE Examination results 

contribute to the achievement of an Australian Tertiary Admission Rank (ATAR). 

2. General course units for students who are aiming to enter further training or the workforce 

directly from school. These courses will not be examined but students will be monitored against 

predetermined standards and a statewide “Common Assessment Task” in Year 12. 

3. Foundation course units for those who need additional help in demonstrating the minimum 

standard of literacy and numeracy and have not passed the OLNA tests. 

4. Vocational Education and Training industry specific (VETis) courses for students who are 

aiming to enter further training or the workforce directly from school. VETis courses have been 

developed in close consultation with WA Industry Training Councils and include a full, nationally 

recognised qualification and mandatory industry-related workplace learning. 

5. Preliminary course units for those who may need modification to the curriculum to meet their 

special needs. Preliminary courses do not contribute to the achievement of a WACE. 

 

There are two other types of programs which can contribute to the WACE: 

1. VET programs – a range of certificate qualifications 

2. Endorsed programs 

 
You can mix these options to provide yourself with the best platform to meet the requirements to achieve 
your WACE – and for life beyond school. 
 
Heading to university once you finish Year 12? -  You should choose a course mix that leads to at 
least four Year 12 ATAR courses so you can achieve an ATAR. This rank is used by universities as a 
selection mechanism. There are alternative pathways to University studies but this path is the most 
direct. More information about the ATAR is available at http://www.tisc.edu.au  
 
Not aiming to go to University? – You will need to achieve the minimum WACE requirements through 
a combination of ATAR, General and/or Certificate courses and study at least 8 other year-long courses 
over Year 11 and 12. A minimum of 20 (10 pairs) of Course Units are required to achieve WACE) 
 

You will also need to consider how courses are paired. 
Each course has four units –Unit 1 and Unit 2 (Year 11 units) will be studied as a pair (with prefix 
AE/GE), Unit 3 and Unit 4 (Year 12 units) be studied as a pair (with Prefix AT/GT). 
 

Can I change Courses? 

It is less likely than in the past, that a student will be given permission to change courses. To achieve 
course unit credits, a change can only be made before the cut-off date set by the Authority. This is 
usually late Term 1. Year 11 students often reassess their course and wish to change. As all of our Year 
11 courses are year-long, partial credit is not always possible. A student who withdraws from a CERT 
course does not achieve course unit credits. 
 

Literacy and numeracy 
There are two parts to demonstrating competence in literacy and numeracy. 

 Firstly, you are required to complete two Year 11 English units and two Year 12 English units. 

 Secondly, you must demonstrate that you have met the minimum standard for literacy and 
numeracy, which is based on skills regarded as essential for individuals to meet the demands 
of everyday life and work through the Authority’s Online Literacy Numeracy Assessment 
(OLNA), or if you demonstrate Band 8 or higher in your Year 9 NAPLAN, Reading, Writing and 
Numeracy tests. 

 



 

 Students will have six opportunities (two per year) between Year 10 and Year 12 to demonstrate the 
literacy and numeracy standard. There are three assessment components: 
 

 one 60‐minute, 60‐item multiple‐choice of Reading 

 one 60‐minute, 60‐item multiple‐choice of Numeracy, and 

 one 60‐minute, extended response in Writing of between 300 and 600 words. 
 
Disability provisions are available for students with significant conditions which may severely limit their 
capacity to participate in the OLNA. These students, after discussions with parents/carers and the 
school, may choose not to sit the OLNA. However, this would mean that these students could not 
achieve the WACE. 
 

Vocational Education and Training (VET) programs 
VET programs are recognised across Australia and give you the opportunity to gain core skills for work. 
Certificate ll level courses are recognised as an entry level qualification for industry. In some cases you 
may wish to complete training through workplace learning but it is not essential to undertake Workplace 
Learning unless it is a requirement of the Certificate. 
 
If your study involves a VET Certificate and Workplace Learning in a related industry, you may be 
enrolled in an Industry Specific Course of Study. Completed Industry Specific Courses count towards 
your WACE requirements as courses, which means they can be studied in addition to the eight unit 
equivalents from other Endorsed or Vet programs. This is a two year commitment and we will assess 
your total course and career path to see if it is appropriate. 
 

Endorsed Programs  
Endorsed programs address areas of learning not covered by WACE courses. Examples include 
workplace learning, Cadets WA, performance in school productions and independently administered 
examinations in music, speech and drama. These programs can be delivered in a variety of settings by 
schools, community organisations, universities, training organisations and workplaces. 
 
Endorsed programs may replace up to a maximum of two Year 11 course units and two Year 12 course 
units needed to achieve your WACE. 
 

Endorsed Programs run in addition to students’ normal 6 subject program of study and generally rely on 
the student initiating the enrolment and supplying evidence of achievement.  A few examples are: 
 

 Work Skills 

 Music Examinations Board 

 School Trip 

 Off-campus Enrichment Program 

 School Production 

 Bronze Medallion 

 Leeuwin Ocean Adventure Foundation 

 Outward Bound 

 Skippers Ticket 

 Country Week 

 

 

Endorsed programs for 2019 have been reviewed by SCSA. Endorsed Courses are listed on the 
Curriculum Council website at:  https://senior-secondary.scsa.wa.edu.au/vet/endorsed-programs 
 
It is in all students’ interest to investigate the broad range available. Often students undertake activities 
in their normal life that are now able to be counted towards graduation with little or no additional effort. 
  

https://senior-secondary.scsa.wa.edu.au/vet/endorsed-programs


 

 
University Admission 

To be considered for direct entry to university you must -  

 meet the requirements for the Western Australian Certificate of Education  

 achieve English Competence described by the individual universities, and  

 obtain a sufficiently high ATAR for entry to a particular university course.  

 satisfy the prerequisites or special requirements for entry to particular courses.  
 

Western Australian Certificate of Education (WACE) 
It is essential for a student to satisfy the requirements of the WACE to enter university unless an 
applicant is from a non-standard WA school.  
 

Competence in English 
For university admission purposes a higher benchmark than WACE generally applies. Usually you 
demonstrate competence in English by achieving the prescribed standard in a Course from the English 
Learning Area. There are, however, a range of concessions outlined on the TISC website and often 
other tests can be used to demonstrate competence.  
 

The Australian Tertiary Admissions Rank (ATAR) 
The ATAR ranges between zero and 99.95 and is the basis of admission to most university courses. It 
reports a student’s rank relative to other Year 12 leavers. An ATAR of 75.00 indicates a ranking equal 
to, or better than, 75% of the school leaving age population.  
 
The ATAR is based on the average result of the best four scaled final scores in Examinable Courses. 
No course can be counted more than once. In calculating the final score, the school score and 
examination score generally count equally. ATAR students must sit the Exam. 
 

NOTE: Previous cut-off entry scores for courses are published by TISC. These should only be 
considered as a guide as they vary from year to year with the popularity of courses.  A direct link is: 
http://www.tisc.edu.au/static/statistics/cutoff-rank/cutoff-index.tisc 
 

Prerequisites 
Prerequisites are courses or special requirements that must be successfully completed for entry to 
particular university courses. Generally a scaled mark of 50 or more is required unless otherwise stated. 
Prerequisites may be satisfied by results from the current year or previous four years for most 
institutions. 
 

For some university courses the special requirements may include bridging/special course units, 
interviews, auditions, folio presentations, manual dexterity tests, aptitude tests, fitness requirements, 
etc. Detailed information is available from the individual universities. 
 
 
 

Tertiary Admissions Service Centre (TISC) 
 

TISC manages university applications and publishes requirements for all public WA universities. The 
2020 Universities Admission brochure is available and published at: 
http://www.tisc.edu.au/static/guide/admission-req-sleaver.tisc 

  

http://www.tisc.edu.au/static/statistics/cutoff-rank/cutoff-index.tisc
http://www.tisc.edu.au/static/guide/admission-req-sleaver.tisc


 

Year 11 Courses at Denmark Senior High School 

 

Possible School Based Assessment 
Courses 

ATAR courses 
(50% external exam, 50% school 

assessment) Vocational and 
Certificate Courses 

General  
(include) 

Onsite delivery: 
-Construction 
-Hospitality  
-Information 
Technology and 
Digital Media 
 
External Delivery 
-Information Digital 
Media &Technology 
-Health Services 
-Retail Cosmetics 
-Tourism 
-Salon Assistant 
-Horticulture 
-Conservation and  
   Land 
Management 
-Plumbing  
Pre-app 
-Auto Servicing  
Pre-app 
-Electrotechnology 
Pre-app 
- Kitchen 
Operations Pre app 
-Early Childhood 
Education and Care 
-Cert IV Nursing 
-Childcare 
 
 
 

 
-Building and Construction  
-Drama 
-English 
-Geography 
-Integrated Science 
-Materials Design & Technology 
     Wood 
-Material Design and Technology    
     Textiles 
-Mathematics Essential 
-Music 
-Physical Education 
-Visual Arts 
-Outdoor Education 
-Applied Information Technology 
 

 
-Biology 
-Chemistry 
-English 
-Geography 
-Mathematics Methods 
-Mathematics Applications 
-Mathematics Specialist 
-Modern History 
-Outdoor Education 
-Physical Education Studies 
-Psychology 
-Human Biology 
-Computer Science 
-Physics 

 
NOTE: 

 As with all Senior High Schools, Denmark SHS will only run courses if sufficient students enrol 
to sustain them through to Year 12. 

 Clashes are unavoidable, so students should consider the location of courses on the Selection 
Grid when determining the totality of their course section. 

 Student wishing to undertake ATAR courses in Year 11 should ideally be achieving at a B or 
better in their Year 10 course and have teacher recommendation. 

 A very sound C grade or better and teacher recommendation will be the absolute minimum Year 
11 grade required for students to progress to any examinable course in Year 12. 

 Certificate courses may be delivered on our site or in partnership with South Regional TAFE or 
the YMCA. External placements are limited and by application only.  



 

 
The Structure of Your Course 

Students are required to choose SIX courses (comprising two units each) to study in Year 11, followed 
by and FIVE or SIX courses in Year 12. In most cases these will be the same courses for both years. 
This means you must be sure of your selections and be committed to success in them all. Year 11 
students will not be allowed a study lesson as this may jeopardise WACE graduation. 
 

Below are a couple of examples of how a student may select their study program. 
 

Example 1: A University bound WACE student 
 

 Year 11  Year 12  WACE Exam  This student will complete 
22 Course Units and 5 
pairs at Year 12. They 
may also add several 
Endorsed Programs, 
ensuring WACE 
Graduation and eligibility 
to achieve an ATAR for 
university entrance. 

 Sem 1 Sem 2  Sem 3 Sem 4   

 AEENG  ATENG*  Yes List A  

 AEMAA  ATMAA*  Yes List B  

 AEPHY  study  No   

 AECHE  ATCHE*  Yes List B  

 AEPSY  ATPSY*  Yes List B  

 AEHIM  ATHIM*  Yes List A  
 
Note. Some students will choose to take 5 ATAR Courses and perhaps a General or Certificate II as a sixth choice. Students 
will need to have at least 4 ATAR courses to be considered for a Tertiary Entrance Score at the end of Year 12. 
 

Example 2: An Employment or TAFE bound student with a combination of Courses and a Certificate 
II. This student should gain WACE under the new requirements. Many of these non-ATAR students 
also add an optional Workplace Learning. Typically, students undertaking a non-ATAR course do not 
get a study period. 
 

 Year 11  Year 12  WACE Exam  This student will complete 
20 Course Units. A 
completed Cert II will also 
gain them two Year 12 
and two Year 11 course 
equivalents so should 
Graduate if their results on 
General courses meet the 
C Grade minimum. 
They are not eligible to 
achieve an ATAR for 
direct university entrance. 

 Sem 1 Sem 2  Sem 3 Sem 4   

 GEENG  GTENG  No List A  

 GEMAE  GTMAE  No List B  

 GEISC  GTISC  No List B  

 GEMDTW 
(Wood) 

 GTMDTW  No List B  

 *Cert II Hospitality  * Cert II 
Hospitality 

 No List A  

 GEVAR  GTVAR  No List A  
 
 

    

This student has used eight course equivalents from VET and Endorsed programs. If they don’t complete their Cert II, they 
will not have the full Certificate required to achieve a WACE. If they do complete their Cert ll, and meet the C minimum in 
their courses, they should Graduate 

 
Example 3 This sample represents a student who has chosen a non-ATAR pathway and who is not 
choosing a Certificate course. 
 

Year 11 Year 12 WACE 
EXAM Sem 1 Sem 2 Sem 1 Sem 2 

AEENG AEENG GTENG GTENG NO LIST A 

GEMAE GEMAE GTMAE GTMAE NO LIST B 

GEMDTT GEMDTT GTMDTT GTMDTT NO LIST B 

GEVAR GEVAR GTVAR GTVAR NO LIST A 

GEAIT GEAIT GTAIT GTAIT NO LIST B 

GEOED GEOED GTOED GTOED NO LIST B 

 
  



 

 
 
 

DENMARK SENIOR HIGH SCHOOL 

  

SUBJECT DESCRIPTIONS  

FOR 2020 

  



 

The Arts 

 
 

Visual Arts General Course 

         

In the Visual Arts General course, students engage in traditional, modern and contemporary media and 
techniques within the broad areas of art forms. The course promotes innovative practice. Students are 
encouraged to explore and represent their ideas and gain an awareness of the role that artists and designers 
play in reflecting, challenging and shaping societal values. Students are encouraged to appreciate the work of 
other artists and engage in their own art practice. 

Estimated Cost $85 

 

Visual Arts Preliminary Course 

        

In the Visual Arts Preliminary course, students engage in traditional, modern and contemporary media and 
techniques within the broad areas of art forms. The course promotes an exploration of materials and 
techniques. Students are encouraged to explore and represent their ideas and gain an appreciation of visual 
arts. Students are encouraged to appreciate the work of other artists and engage in their own art practice. 

 

Estimated Cost $65 

 



 

 

The Arts 

Drama General 
 
The Drama General subject focuses on dramatic styles and drama in practice as students integrate their 
knowledge and skills.  They use the elements and conventions of drama to develop and present ideas and 
explore personal and cultural issues.  They engage in drama processes such as improvisation, play building, 
text interpretation, play writing and dramaturgy.  Students’ work in this subject also includes production and 
design aspects involving scenography, costumes, sound and lighting.  Students work independently and 
collaboratively, learning time management skills, showing initiative and demonstrating leadership and 
interpersonal skills.  The Drama General subject requires them to develop and practice problem-solving skills 
through creative and analytical thinking processes.  Unit 1 focuses on dramatic storytelling.  Unit 2 focuses on 
drama performance events. 
ASSESSMENT – Two types of assessment: Performance/Production, Response. 

Estimated Cost $35 

Music General           

The Music General course encourages students to explore a range of musical experiences, developing their 
musical skills and understanding, and creative and expressive potential, through a selected musical context. 
The course consists of a written component incorporating Aural and Theory, Composing and arranging, 
Investigation and analysis, in addition to a practical component. The Aural and Theory content in the written 
component is generic, and can be adapted and extended to suit any selected context. The practical component 
consists of three different options and can be delivered in a different context, independent of the written 
component. Students select only one option, and can choose to perform on an instrument or voice, submit a 
composition portfolio, or complete a production/practical project. The Music General course provides 
opportunities for creative expression, the development of aesthetic appreciation, and understanding and 
respect for music and music practices across different times, places, cultures and contexts. Students listen, 
compose, perform and analyse music, developing skills to confidently engage with a diverse array of musical 
experiences both independently and collaboratively. Studying music may also provide a pathway for further 
training and employment in a range of professions within the music industry. 

Estimated Cost $50 

  



 

English 

 

English Courses for Year 11 2020  
 
Students should discuss their desired English pathway with their current English Teacher. Results on the 
OLNA testing will also affect your pathway. Any student wishing to gain direct entry to university will need to 
prove their abilities in Year 10 and then study English ATAR. 
 
 

Preparation Year 11 Year 12 Goal 

Year 10 English D  or C 
Grade 

General English  TAFE, Work 

Year 10 A/B grade or very 
strong C Grade 

ATAR English 
 

ATAR English 
 

WACE Exam & Tertiary Studies 

 
 
English ATAR           

The English ATAR course focuses on developing students’ analytical, creative, and critical thinking and 
communication skills in all language modes, encouraging students to critically engage with texts from their 
contemporary world, the past, and from Australian and other cultures. Through close study and wide reading, 
viewing and listening, students develop the ability to analyse and evaluate the purpose, stylistic qualities and 
conventions of texts and to enjoy creating imaginative, interpretive, persuasive and analytical responses in a 
range of written, oral, multimodal and digital forms.  

Estimated Cost $55 

 

English General           

The English General course focuses on consolidating and refining the skills and knowledge needed by 
students to become competent, confident and engaged users of English in everyday, community, social, further 
education, training and workplace contexts. The course is designed to provide students with the skills to 
succeed in a wide range of post-secondary pathways by developing their language, literacy and literary skills. 
Students comprehend, analyse, interpret, evaluate and create analytical, imaginative, interpretive and 
persuasive texts in a range of written, oral, multimodal and digital forms. 

Estimated Cost $50 

 

English Foundation         

English Foundations scores count toward WACE. Students in the Preliminary course will not receive a Grade 
which contributes to WACE, but will develop a range of functional literacy skills that will support their transition 
to post school activities. Placement in these courses is dependent upon OLNA results and will be discussed 
with the Head of Learning Area – English and HaSS. 
 
The English Foundation course aims to develop students’ skills in reading, writing, viewing, speaking and 
listening in work, learning, community and everyday personal contexts. This course is for students who have 
not demonstrated the literacy standard in the OLNA. It will also focus on raising literacy skills and preparing 
students for this assessment and eventual transition into General English. 

Estimated Cost $50 

 
 
 
 



 

Health and Physical Education 

 

Physical Education Studies 

          

This Course will operate in two streams: Certificate 2 in Sport and Recreation (see Vocational Education) 
and Physical Education Studies. Both streams undertake theory and then students will split to specialise in 
one of two sports, Specialist Basketball or another sport chosen in consultation with the non-Basketball group.  
 
Students intending to undertake this Course should have a strong background in Year 10 Health and Physical 
Education. The course has a strong theory component to support the practical activities. Physical activities will 
be tailored to student interests and numbers. 
 
Physical Education Studies course will appeal to a broad spectrum of students, with varying backgrounds, 
physical activity knowledge and dispositions, including students with disabilities. The emphasis is on learning 
through movement and personalised learning experiences. The course is designed to challenge students to 
consider issues, such as what it takes to prepare for and become good at physical activities; why so many 
people advocate physical activity but significant numbers find it difficult to fit it into their daily lives; and what it 
takes to create programs that can enhance their own and others’ readiness for, interest and ability in physical 
activity.  
 
Students undertaking the course will progressively develop skills, knowledge and understanding to pursue 
their personal interests and potential in physical activity as athletes, coaches, officials and/or administrators.  

 

Estimated Cost $100 

 

Physical Education Studies ATAR 

         

Physical Education Studies contributes to the development of students’ physical, social and emotional growth. 
In the Physical Education Studies ATAR course students learn about physiological, psychological and 
biomechanical principles, and apply these to analyse and improve personal and group performances in 
physical activities. Throughout the course, students learn through integrated written, oral and active learning 
experiences. The course also provides students with opportunities to develop skills that will enable them to 
pursue personal interests and potential in physical activity as athletes, coaches, officials, administrators and/or 
volunteers. 

Estimated Cost $100 

 

  

http://www.bing.com/images/search?view=detailV2&ccid=VBUrrKFV&id=F8DACCC34A8A86E78B5A116197016652ECCA6103&thid=OIP.VBUrrKFVN_aN9j4SKZElIgAAAA&mediaurl=http://www.uts.edu.au/sites/default/files/styles/video-postcard-small/public/sportsandexercise-2.jpg?itok%3dyQGutBmS&exph=236&expw=420&q=physical+education+atar&simid=608032217643814467&selectedIndex=91


 

 

Health and Physical Education 

Outdoor Education           

Outdoor Education ATAR or General Outdoor Education 
 

 Excursions are required to complete the course and an expedition will be undertaken.  

 Students choosing this course will be required to attend a selection interview. 
 

Estimated Cost $210 

 

Outdoor Education ATAR          

Through interaction with the natural world, the Outdoor Education ATAR course aims to develop an 
understanding of our relationships with the environment, others and ourselves, and ultimately contribute 
towards a sustainable world. The integrated approach within this course allows for practical activities, 
theoretical concepts, and relationship with the environment to be incorporated into a meaningful program of 
learning. It provides students with an opportunity to develop essential life skills and physical activity skills, an 
opportunity to develop a comprehensive understanding of the environment and develop a positive relationship 
with nature.  
 
The course aims to develop self-awareness and leadership through opportunities to plan for, and facilitate, 
outdoor experiences such as orienteering, bushwalking, caving, mountain biking, paddling, sailing, snorkelling, 
climbing, fishing and surfing. They develop the ability to assess risk, apply the appropriate management 
procedures to enable safe participation and develop proficiency in emergency response. 
 
The course will prepare students for career and employment pathways in areas such as outdoor leadership, 
environmental interpretation, environmental planning, facilities management, eco-tourism, military service, 
outdoor education, and the many unforeseen areas evolving in the outdoors industry. 

Estimated Cost $210 
     (This price now includes Outdoor Excursions and Camps) 



 

Mathematics 

The table below outlines the combinations students may choose to study. Any choice MUST be discussed with 
your Mathematics Teacher. If you have not passed the OLNA Test your choices may be limited. 
 

New Mathematics Pathways 
 
 

YEAR 10 
Pathway 

DIFFICULTY YEAR 11  YEAR 12 
 

DESTINATION 

      

Pathway 3 and 
haven’t passed 
OLNA 

 Preliminary or 
Foundations or 
Essentials 

 Preliminary, 
Foundations or 
Essentials 

Work or TAFE 

      

Pathway 3 
(passed OLNA) 

Moderate Mathematics 
Essentials 

 Mathematics 
Essentials 

Work or TAFE 

      

Pathway 2  Moderate Mathematics 
Essentials  

 Mathematics 
Essentials 

Work or TAFE 

      

Pathway 1 or 2 & 
at least a Year 10 
strong C grade 

Moderate to 
High 

Mathematics 
Applications 
ATAR 

 Mathematics 
Applications 
ATAR 

University entrance 
where Mathematics 
is desirable  

      

Pathway 1 and 
year 10 A or 
strong B grade 

High 
Difficulty  

Mathematics  
Methods  ATAR 

 Mathematics  
Methods ATAR 

University entrance 
where methods is 
required 

      

ONLY the very 
strongest 
Students from 
Top Pathway 

Very High 
Difficulty  

Mathematics 
Specialist  ATAR 

 Mathematics 
Specialist ATAR 

University entrance 
in pure Sciences or 
Engineering  These students will study Mathematics Methods as 

well 

 
 

Mathematics Courses for Year 11 2020 

 

Mathematics Methods ATAR 

         

This course focuses on the use of calculus and statistical analysis. The study of calculus provides a basis for 
understanding rates of change in the physical world, and includes the use of functions, their derivatives and 
integrals, in modelling physical processes. The study of statistics develops students’ ability to describe and 
analyse phenomena that involve uncertainty and variation. 
 
Mathematics Methods provides a foundation for further studies in disciplines in which mathematics and 
statistics have important roles. It is also advantageous for further studies in the health and social sciences. In 
summary, this course is designed for students whose future pathways may involve mathematics and statistics 
and their applications in a range of disciplines at the tertiary level. 

Estimated Cost $50 

  



 

Mathematics 

Mathematics Specialist ATAR 

         

This course provides opportunities, beyond those presented in the Mathematics Methods ATAR course, to 
develop rigorous mathematical arguments and proofs, and to use mathematical models more extensively. 
Mathematics Specialist contains topics in functions and calculus that build on and deepen the ideas presented 
in the Mathematics Methods course, as well as demonstrate their application in many areas. The Mathematics 
Specialist course also extends understanding and knowledge of statistics and introduces the topics of vectors, 
complex numbers and matrices. Mathematics Specialist is the only ATAR mathematics course that should not 
be taken as a stand-alone course and it is recommended to be studied in conjunction with the Mathematics 
Methods ATAR course as preparation for entry to specialised university courses such as engineering, physical 
sciences and mathematics. 

Estimated Cost $50 

 

Mathematics Applications ATAR 

        

This course focuses on the use of mathematics to solve problems in contexts that involve financial modelling, 
geometric and trigonometric analysis, graphical and network analysis, and growth and decay in sequences. It 
also provides opportunities for students to develop systematic strategies based on the statistical investigation 
process for answering statistical questions that involve analysing univariate and bivariate data, including time 
series data.  
 
The Mathematics Applications ATAR course is designed for students who want to extend their mathematical 
skills beyond Year 10 level, but whose future studies or employment pathways do not require knowledge of 
calculus. The course is designed for students who have a wide range of educational and employment 
aspirations, including continuing their studies at university or TAFE.  

Estimated Cost $50 
 

Mathematics Essential General  
       
The Mathematics Essential General course focuses on using mathematics effectively, efficiently and critically 
to make informed decisions. It provides students with the mathematical knowledge, skills and understanding 
to solve problems in real contexts for a range of workplace, personal, further learning and community settings. 
This course provides the opportunity for students to prepare for post-school options of employment and further 
training.  

Estimated Cost $50 

Mathematics Foundation  
         
The Mathematics Foundation course focuses on building the capacity, confidence and disposition to use 
mathematics to meet the numeracy standard for the WACE. This course is for students who have not 
demonstrated the numeracy standard in the OLNA. It provides students with the knowledge, skills and 
understanding to solve problems across a range of contexts including personal, community and 
workplace/employment. This course provides the opportunity for students to prepare for post-school options 
of employment and further training.  

Estimated Cost $50 
 

  



 

Sciences 

Science Courses for Year 11 2020  

Biology ATAR 

           

A unique appreciation of life and a better understanding of the living world are gained through studying the 
Biology ATAR course. This course encourages students to be analytical, to participate in problem-solving and 
to systematically explore fascinating and intriguing aspects of living systems, from the microscopic level 
through to ecosystems.  
 
Students develop a range of practical skills and techniques through investigations and fieldwork in authentic 
contexts, such as marine reefs, endangered species, urban ecology, or biotechnology. Scientific evidence is 
used to make informed decisions about controversial issues. 

Estimated Cost $60 
 

Chemistry ATAR  

          

The Chemistry ATAR course equips students with the knowledge, understanding and opportunity to investigate 
properties and reactions of materials. Theories and models are used to describe, explain and make predictions 
about chemical systems, structures and properties. Students recognise hazards and make informed, balanced 
decisions about chemical use and sustainable resource management. Investigations and laboratory activities 
develop an appreciation of the need for precision, critical analysis and informed decision making. 
 
This course prepares students to be responsible and efficient users of specialised chemical products and 
processes at home or in the workplace. It also enables students to relate chemistry to other sciences, including 
biology, geology, medicine, molecular biology and agriculture, and prepares them for further study in the 
sciences. 

Estimated Cost $60 

 

Integrated Science General 

          

The Integrated Science General course enables students to investigate science issues in the context of the 
world around them. It encourages students to develop their scientific skills of curiosity, observation, collection 
and analysis of evidence, in a range of contexts. The multidisciplinary approach, including aspects of biology, 
chemistry, geology and physics, further encourages students to be curious about the world around them and 
assume a balanced view of the benefits and challenges presented by science and technology. Students 
conduct practical investigations that encourage them to apply what they have learnt in class to real-world 
situations and systems.  

Estimated Cost $60 

 

Physics ATAR 

           

In the Physics ATAR course students will learn how energy and energy transformations can shape the 
environment from the small scale, in quantum leaps inside an atom’s electron cloud, through the human scale, 
in vehicles and the human body, to the large scale, in interactions between galaxies. Students have 
opportunities to develop their investigative skills and use analytical thinking to explain and predict physical 
phenomena. 
 
Students plan and conduct investigations to answer a range of questions, collect and interpret data and 
observations, and communicate their findings in an appropriate format. Problem-solving and using evidence 
to make and justify conclusions are transferable skills that are developed in this course. 

Estimated Cost $55 

 



 

Sciences 

Psychology ATAR  

          

In the Psychology ATAR course students will be introduced to psychological knowledge which supports an 
understanding of the way individuals function in groups. Students learn about major psychological models and 
theories, and the methods used to conduct scientific investigations in the discipline of psychology. Students 
apply research methods and ethical principles as they analyse data to illustrate how empirical procedures are 
used to examine phenomena, such as memory, attention, attitudes, personality and group behavior. Acquiring 
this foundation of scientific method and critical thinking is a valuable skill which students can apply throughout 
their study, work and everyday lives. 

Estimated Cost $55 
Human Biology ATAR 
 
The Human Biology ATAR course gives students a chance to explore what it is to be human—how the human 
body works, the origins of human variation, inheritance in humans, the evolution of the human species and 
population genetics. Through their investigations, students research new discoveries that increase our 
understanding of human dysfunction, treatments and preventative measures. 
 
Practical tasks are an integral part of this course and develop a range of laboratory skills; for example, 
biotechnology techniques. Students learn to evaluate risks and benefits to make informed decisions about 
lifestyle and health topics, such as diet, alternative medical treatments, use of chemical substances and the 
manipulation of fertility.  

Estimated Cost $60 
 

  



 

 

Humanities and Social Sciences 

 

Humanities and Social Sciences Courses for Year 11 2020 

 

Geography ATAR           

The study of the Geography ATAR course draws on students’ curiosity about the diversity of the world’s places 
and their peoples, cultures and environments. It provides students with the knowledge and understanding of 
the nature, causes and consequences of natural and ecological hazards, international integration in a range 
of spatial contexts, land cover transformations, and the challenges affecting the sustainability of places. In the 
ATAR course, students learn how to collect information from primary and secondary sources, such as field 
observation and data collection, mapping, monitoring, remote sensing, case studies and reports.  

Estimated Cost $50 
 
Modern History ATAR         

Studying the Modern History ATAR course enables students to become critical thinkers and helps inform their 
judgments and actions in a rapidly changing world. Students are exposed to a variety of historical sources, 
including government papers, extracts from newspapers, letters, diaries, photographs, cartoons, paintings, 
graphs and secondary sources, in order to determine the cause and effect, and the motives and forces 
influencing people and events. Through the process of historical inquiry, students are encouraged to question 
and evaluate historical sources; identify various representations and versions of history; use evidence to 
formulate and support their own interpretations; and communicate their findings in a variety of ways. 

Estimated Cost $50 
 

Geography General Year 11 and 12          

Unit 1: Earth in Crisis 
Unit 2: Changing Places 
Unit 3: Natural and Ecological Hazards 
Unit 4: Global Networks and Interconnections 
 
The General Geography course is designed for students who are interested in and curious about the places 
we live. Are you keen to explore new places when you leave school? Are you fascinated by news of volcanic 
eruptions, earthquakes and bushfires? Do you love wild animals? Are you passionate about protecting the 
natural environment? Would you rather be running barefoot through the bush than being at school? If you said 
“YES!” to any of those questions, then you’ll be interested in Senior School General Geography. The course 
is organised into a Year 11 syllabus and a Year 12 syllabus which increase in complexity from one year to the 
next. The course gets you thinking about the environmental challenges facing Australia and the global 
community. You’ll look at the ways in which people interact with the natural environment, and why it isn’t easy 
for everyone to agree on solutions to the problems which arise. Throughout the year you’ll have the opportunity 
to learn outside of the classroom, going on excursions and completing fieldwork; as well as welcoming in to 
the classroom a range of interesting guest speakers.  Students will also focus on developing their mapping 
skills in both Year 11 and 12. 
 
This course would complement studies in Outdoor Education; Integrated Science.   

 Estimated Cost $50 
 
  



 

Technologies 

Materials are the basic ingredients of technology. Throughout history, the evolution of technology has been 
largely determined by the availability of materials.  
 
The Materials, Design and Technology course is a practical course and is offered at DSHS in 2 contexts: 
WOOD and TEXTILES. 
 

Materials Design Technology (Wood) General  
Prerequisite: Nil, although woodwork completed in lower school is an advantage. 
  
The Materials Design and Technology General course in WOOD is fundamentally a practical course of study. 
Using woods as a medium, the students will be required to design and make their own projects.  
Students will have the opportunity to use a variety of hand and power tools and the chance to use different 
types of wood and techniques to produce products that they have designed and manufactured.  
It is a course intended to enhance student’s hand-skills and expose them to an industry type of environment. 
The benefits of this practical situation will be a big advantage for each student in the search for future 
employment.  
 
Estimated Cost $135 + additional contributions may be required for special materials specifically 
chosen for their projects 
 

Materials Design Technology (Textiles) General  
Prerequisite: Nil, although sewing completed in lower school is an advantage.  
 
This general course explores the use of textiles and fabrics with a focus using what is readily available to us 
in Denmark. Emphasis is given to environmentally sustainable practices and looking at ways to reduce, re-use 
and recycle materials.  
 
This course has a practical focus, practical projects will involve the use of various hand embellishment 
techniques and specialized sewing equipment will be used including sewing machines, overlockers and 
embroidery machines. A range of dying, printing and colouring techniques will be explored. Students examine 
the nature and properties of materials and the appropriate selection of the material for specific uses. 
Students will use the technology process to design and produce various items, including those of their own 
choice. 
 
Estimated Cost: $120.00 + additional contributions may be required for special materials specifically 
chosen for their projects   

  



 

Technology and Enterprise 

     

 (ATAR) Computer Science 
The Computer Science ATAR course focuses on the fundamental principles, concepts and skills within the 
field of computing. 
 
Knowledge and skills in computer science are practically applied to computer systems and software, and the 
connectivity between computers, peripherals and software at home, work and in education. Students develop 
problem-solving abilities and technical skills as they learn how to diagnose and solve problems in the course 
of understanding the building blocks of computing.  
 
In this course, the impact of technological developments on the personal, social and professional lives of 
individuals, businesses and communities is investigated. Related ethical, moral and legal factors are explored 
so that students recognise the consequences of decisions made by developers and users in the use of 
technology.  
 
This course provides students with practical and technical skills that equip them to function effectively in a 
world where these attributes are vital for employability and daily life in a technological society.  
This course has five major topic areas, that will be studied.  

1. Systems analysis and development: Designing and evaluating information systems, and the 

consideration of technical and human considerations. 

2. Managing data: representing data and information, and their respective storage and manipulation. 

3. Developing software: Using the Systems development cycle to model and solve problems. 

4. Programming: using programming languages such as Python, to create solutions to defined 

problems. 

5. Networks and communications: understanding the physical, logical and applied standards and 

protocols around the interconnectivity of computing devices. 

Estimated Cost $50 

(General) Applied Information Technology. 

The development and application of digital technologies impact most aspects of living and working in our 
society. They have created new challenges and opportunities in lifestyle, entertainment, education and 
commerce.  
 
Throughout this course, students investigate client-driven issues and challenges, devise solutions, produce 
models or prototypes and then evaluate and refine the design solution in collaboration with the client. Students 
are provided with the opportunity to develop digital solutions through the practical application of skills, 
techniques and strategies to solve information problems.  
 
In undertaking projects and designing solutions, the legal, ethical and social issues associated with each 
solution are also considered and evaluated. This course provides students with the opportunity to develop the 
knowledge and skills of digital technologies.  
 

This course has seven major topic areas, that will be studied: 

1. Design concepts  
2. Managing data 
3. Hardware 
4. Networks 
5. Impacts of technology 
6. Applications skills 
7. Project management 

Estimated Cost $50 
 



 

Vocational Education and Training 

Certificates 
 
These certificate courses provide students with the opportunity to achieve nationally recognised vocational 
qualifications under the AQF and to gain Authority developed course unit credit towards the WACE. They are 
based on nationally endorsed training packages and provide opportunities for students to: 
 

 complete Certificate I, Certificate II and/or Certificate III qualifications 
 

 access industry related placement/employment through mandatory workplace learning. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Time and completion requirements  

 
Certificate courses are packaged as four WACE course units, linked to a specified qualification, and course 
unit credit is only awarded upon the completion of all of the course requirements. Certificate course units are 
paired in both the Year 11 (Unit 1 and Unit 2) and Year 12 (Unit 3 and Unit 4). A student who withdraws from 
a certificate course after only one semester will not receive certificate course unit credit for that academic year. 
 
Certificate courses can be delivered over one year or two years. The number of Workplace Learning program 
equivalents to be completed varies according to the qualification offered. Students must complete all 
components of the course before the full credit can be certified on the student’s WACE statement of results.  
 
Course unit credit for certificate courses is awarded as ‘completed’ for each certificate course unit. The 
achievement descriptor ‘completed’ contributes in the same manner as a C grade for all other course units.  
 
Regardless of the academic year in which a certificate course is completed, WACE course credit is allocated 
across both Year 11 (Unit 1 and Unit 2) and Year 12 (Unit 3 and Unit 4). That is, part of the achievement 
allocation of a certificate course is either retrospective or projected credit, depending on the year in which the 

course requirements are completed. 
  

A student who, typically, is aiming to enter further training of the workforce directly from 
school should consider certificate courses.  

Certificate courses have been developed in close consultation with WA Industry Training 
Councils and include a full, nationally recognised qualification and mandatory industry-
related workplace learning. 

Students studying certificates can achieve full or partial, nationally recognised 
qualifications. Students can achieve Certificates I, II, III or IV in the area they choose.  

Certificates may contribute up to eight of the 20 units needed to achieve a WACE. 



 

Vocational Education and Training 

Denmark Senior High School will offer the following certificate courses in conjunction with South Regional 
TAFE in 2020. More Comprehensive information and course descriptions are available from Mr Palmer. 
 

Building and Construction:    VEVCO    (Applications closed) 
This is a training program leading to the completion of the Certificate II in Building and Construction (Pathway 
- Trades). Students will undertake trade training while still completing their WACE; have an industry endorsed 
pathway to a full-time apprenticeship; receive credit for successful completion of units of competency and be 
eligible for a three-month reduction in term if they go on to an apprenticeship with the same title. 
 
The course is suitable for those considering a career in the building and construction industry. VETis students 
commencing this course should be commencing Year 11. Students must be able to demonstrate basic 
communication and maths skills.  
 
The course will be delivered over 3 semesters. Students will be required to attend South Regional TAFE one 
day a week and one day in a work placement unless sufficient students select this course and it runs on our 
site.  

 
Auto Servicing     VEVAUV   (Applications closed) 
Successful applicants for a Certificate II Pre-Apprenticeship will undertake trade training while still completing 
their WACE; have an industry-endorsed pathway to a full-time apprenticeship; receive credit for successful 
completion of units of competency and be eligible for a three-month reduction in term if they go onto an 
apprenticeship with the same title. 
 

Plumbing and Gas fitting        (Applications closed) 
This qualification will prepare you with the practical skills and knowledge to enter into an apprenticeship in the 
plumbing and gas fitting industry. You will learn skills that enable you to read plans and calculate quantities, 
use hand and power tools and carry out cutting and welding. You will also learn about working safely, 
communicate effectively in the workplace and organise your work. As part of this qualification you will 
undertake a supervised work placement where you will be able to apply the skills and knowledge you have 
learned. 
 
For more detailed descriptions see http://www.southregionaltafe.wa.edu.au/campuses/albany 

 
Hospitality (Kitchen Operations)  VEVHTK  (Applications closed) 
Successful applicants will undertake trade training while still completing their WACE; have an industry 
endorsed pathway to a full-time apprenticeship; receive credit for successful completion of units of competency 
and may be eligible for a three-month reduction if they go on to an apprenticeship with the same title. This 
course is available to secondary schools students to enrol in the VETis program at the beginning of each 
calendar year. 
 
Students must be able to demonstrate basic communication skills.  
 
The course will be delivered over 2 semesters. They will be required to attend South Regional TAFE one day 
a week, unless sufficient students select this course and it runs on our site.  
 

  

http://www.southregionaltafe.wa.edu.au/campuses/albany
http://www.gsit.wa.edu.au/apply/vet-in-schools-%28vetis%29


 

Vocational Education and Training 

 

Other VET Certificates Qualifications 
 
Please check that these Certificate Courses fit with your school program before applying through Mr Palmer. 
Applications are always over-subscribed. 

 
Denmark Senior High School also delivers a range of Certificate Qualifications which can be included in the 
WACE.  Several of these fit the normal timetable and are available for selection by all students.  
  

Certificate 2 in Construction (Pathways Trades)   Delivered by SRTAFE at Denmark SHS  
 
For details see VEVCO outline on previous pages. All students will undertake this certificate will need to also 
complete a minimum number of hours of relevant industry placement. 
 
 

Certificate 2 in Hospitality    Delivered at Denmark SHS  
Certificate 2 in Hospitality (Kitchen Operations) Delivered at South Regional TAFE 
   
Successful applicants will undertake trade training while still completing their WACE; have an industry 
endorsed pathway to a full-time apprenticeship; receive credit for successful completion of units of competency 
and may be eligible for a three-month reduction if they go on to an apprenticeship with the same title. 
 

Other Certificates delivered under a Profile Arrangement with South Regional TAFE 
 
Students will travel to Albany on either Tuesday or Friday and study one of the following Certificates. 
 
 

Electrotechnology (Career Start), Plumbing (Pre Apprenticeship), Auto Servicing 
Technology (Pre App), Tourism, Retail Cosmetics, Community Services, Salon 
Assistant, Health Support Services, Conservation and Land Management, and 
Horticulture.  
  



 

 

Vocational Education and Training 

 

Other VET Certificate Qualifications available to School Aged Students 
There are a variety of Certificate Courses available locally for School aged students. In our handbook we have 
listed those that students can fit with our current timetable and still have minimal impact on their other course. 
This means they should be able to attain a WACE and complete their desired Vocational pathway.  
 
Students enrolling privately through SRTAFE will do so full time, leaving school and working part time if this 
suits their vocational pathway. These students will need to seek the appropriate approvals. Information on this 
process is available from the school office.  
 
For more detailed descriptions see http://www.southregionaltafe.wa.edu.au/campuses/albany  

 
Endorsed Programs 
An endorsed program is a significant learning program that has been developed for students in Years 10, 11 
and 12. The program may have been developed by the Authority, or it may have been developed by a private 
provider, such as a university, community organisation, training institution, or a school, and subsequently 
endorsed by the School Curriculum and Standards Authority.  
 
Endorsed programs address areas of learning not covered by courses. Each endorsed program consists of a 
series of lessons, classes and/or activities designed to lead to the achievement of a common goal or set of 
learning outcomes. Endorsed programs can be delivered as part of the school curriculum or as extra-curricular 
activities. 
 
All endorsed programs successfully completed and reported to the Authority: 
 

 are listed on the student’s WASSA 

 may contribute towards the breadth-and-depth requirement of the WACE 

 may contribute towards the C grade requirement of the WACE. 

For WACE purposes a student can count a maximum of 4 unit equivalents from endorsed programs, two in 
Year 11 and two in Year 12.  
 
Each endorsed program is allocated one, two, three or four unit equivalents.  
 
An example of an Authority-developed endorsed program is the new Workplace Learning program.  
 
Further information about endorsed programs can be found on the SCSA website. 
See  https://wace1516.scsa.wa.edu.au/vet/endorsed-programs 
 
 

Workplace Learning (ADWPL) 

Workplace Learning is an Authority-developed endorsed program that is managed by individual schools and 
open to students in Years 10, 11 and 12. To complete this endorsed program, a student works in one or more 
real workplace/s to develop a set of transferable workplace skills. The student must record the number of hours 
completed and the tasks undertaken in the workplace in the Authority’s Workplace Learning Logbook. The 
student must also provide evidence of his/her knowledge and understanding of the workplace skills by 
completing the Authority’s Workplace Learning Skills Journal after each 55 hours completed in the workplace. 
Unit equivalence is allocated on the basis of 1 unit equivalent for each 55 hours completed in the workplace, 
to a maximum of 4 units. The total number of hours completed in the workplace is reported on the student’s 
WASSA. 
 
 
  

http://www.southregionaltafe.wa.edu.au/campuses/albany
https://wace1516.scsa.wa.edu.au/vet/endorsed-programs


 

 Requirements of Senior School Studies 

 

Study 
Study requirements in Senior School vary significantly between courses and are a step up from Lower School. 
Students in courses have selected to be there and the courses are designed to foster and extend that interest. 
It would be common to expect competent Year 12 ATAR students to be consistently studying around three 
hours a night on 6 days a week. Less competent students may require more effort depending on their course 
of study. They may have incomplete classwork to finish and Assignments. As a Year 11 student, you will be 
expected to progressively work toward these norms. 
 
To effectively study, students require a quiet organised area with all equipment within easy reach. They need 
to work effectively. One strategy is to set short term goals that can be achieved in 20-30 minutes, then reward 
themselves with a break, exercise or food etc. Set another goal and continue. 
 
High achievers consistently report they have set a study routine in addition to their homework load. They also 
set goals and maintain a good diet and outside interests such as sport or music.     
 

Turning 18? 
Many Students will turn 18 in Year 12 because of changes to the school entry ages.  
 
Students wishing to complete Year 12 at Denmark Senior High School will be bound by all the usual School 
Rules they followed in Years 7 to 11. This extends to behaviour and attendance. It also includes Students 
driving cars to school not leaving the grounds during school hours. Failure to follow instructions will result in 
students being removed from the roll. 

 
Attendance 
Students in Western Australia are now required to be in some form of training until the end of year 12. This is 
most commonly Year 11 and 12 schooling but some students find South Regional TAFE or employment with 
a training component preferable. Students over 18 years old can finish school. For some, this may be mid-
year, but they will not achieve the WACE. 
 
Students should attend regularly and a minimum of 80% is generally accepted as the absolute minimum cut-
off for students. Whether absences are with or without a reasonable explanation, they impact on a student’s 
chances of achieving a reasonable grade or even being graded at all. 
 
Denmark Senior High School refers cases of poor attendance (<90%), and students who show potential to 
disengage from study to the Participation and Attendance Coordinators. The Department of Education 
monitors school leavers through a team at Albany office of the South West Education District.  
 
Students who wish to leave school must obtain the relevant application forms from the school and forward 
them to Department for approval. Those avoiding their responsibility are counselled by this team and referred 
to state authorities where necessary.  
 

Fees and Other Expenses  
 
All FEES and CHARGES in Year 11 and 12 are compulsory. An indication of subject fees is included in the 
subject descriptions later in this manual. In addition to fees, parents should be aware that textbooks and 
specialist equipment will need to be purchased. These specialist items are often quite expensive and teachers 
will attempt to minimise these costs. Failure to purchase textbooks and /or equipment will disadvantage 
students. Please be sure of your choices, as changes in courses result in more fees and book costs. 
 
Many senior school courses require excursions and some have camps. These often form part of the 
assessments. Teachers will provide an estimate of the cost of these activities closer to the end of the year. 
Failure to attend these excursions, for whatever reason, may affect a student’s ability to demonstrate complex 
understandings, complete tasks and hence affect their grades. Physical Education, Drama and Languages 
may require students to attend a practical examination, possibly in Perth in Year 12. 
 



 

 
 
 
Additional activities such as Country Week and any camps will require full payment before deadlines. 
 
The School of Isolated and Distance Education requires careful consideration by our school. They also require 
students to purchase textbooks to support their programs. Fees are generally paid in late Term 1 and those 
not paying will be withdrawn from SIDE courses. Students requesting enrolment will be carefully screened as 
there are substantial additional costs to the school for each enrolment (approximately $1,000 per subject per 
student per year). 
 

School Locker Hire  
Locker padlocks are $15 which must be purchased from the school. There is also a bond of $30 payable 
for the hire of this locker, which is for the duration of your locker hire which will be refunded at the end of 

this hire. (This refund will be processed at year end only; Administration must be notified by November of 
each year if you wish to cease this hire. However if you have outstanding fees this bond will be automatically 
assigned to these fees and not refunded). 
 

Uniforms 
 
Uniforms are compulsory in all Public schools and Senior School students are expected to set the 
standard in this area. 
  

Assistance 
Clothing and Educational Program Allowance 
 
Students may be eligible for assistance when they are enrolled in Years 8 to 12 of a full time secondary course 
and are 18 or less. The claimant must be a Parent or Guardian who possesses a Family Card in the following 
criteria: 
 

 Centrelink Pensioner Concession Card 

 Centrelink Family Health Care Card 

 Department of Veterans’ Affairs Pensioner Concession Card 

  
Health Pensioner Care, TPI/TPI Gold Cards or State Concession Cards cannot be accepted as they are issued 
for Medical Benefit purposes only. Further details regarding eligibility and amount of allowance will be available 
at commencement of 2020. Applications close on the last day of Term 1 2020.  
 

Assessments 
All students will be given Denmark Senior High School Assessment Policy at the start of the year. This will 
outline the rights and responsibilities of students and staff.  
 
Subject teachers will also supply students with an outline of their program and assessment structure. The 
Schools’ Curriculum and Standards Authority monitors all senior school teaching and assessment programs 
to ensure state wide consistency.  
 
Students will be given every opportunity to meet assessment deadlines and where needed, alternative means 
will be devised for those who may be disadvantaged. Ultimately any work accepted late will disadvantage 
those who have met deadlines, so staff will expect work in on time unless prior arrangements are made.  
 

Monitoring Student Achievement, Programs and Assessments through “Connect” 
All students and parents have access to the online service – “Connect”. Most teachers will upload outlines, 
assessment structures, resources and ongoing results through this service. Both parents and students are 
invited to log in and view the most recent status. If you wish to make regular connection with course teachers 
and monitor current work and results in this way, contact the school office for details of how to log in. 
 
 
  



 

  

DECISION TIME: Choosing Your Year 11 or 12 Courses  
 

Students have investigated their areas of interest and career directions through Career Education on 
Thursdays. They should revisit these discussions through this sheet.   
 

1. Do you eventually want to work outside or inside?       
 

2. What is the main area you think you would like to work in?     
 
3. What occupations in this area do you think you would like to work in?  

 
       ,     ,      
 

4. What educational qualification is needed?        
 

5. Are there any prerequisite high school subjects?      
 

6. Are there any other subjects that you think would help or are desirable? 
 
         ,     ,      
 

7. Many Senior School subjects rely on you having strong levels in Lower School.  

Have you discussed your chance of success in these subjects with your teachers? 
  
Yes/No    
 

8. Are your goals achievable????     
 

9. Are there any subjects that you think you would also like to do to broaden your options or because 
you like the sound of them? 
 
     ,     ,      
 
 

10. So what do you want to study?  Fill in the 6 courses below and two reserves. 
 

i.        (an English course) 
 

ii.        
 

iii.        
 

iv.        
 

v.        
 

vi.        
 

Reserves      :            and      



 

WHERE TO NOW? 
 

1. If you are going on to Senior School at Denmark 
 

 Collect a Selection Form. 

 Discuss your selections with your career advisor, parents and Teachers. 

 Select courses you think suit your career goals and be sure you have the 
required Year 10 results to succeed.  
Do not select courses just because your friends are doing them. Remember, 
it is your future and your choices define that future. You have to live with 
them. Changes are generally unable to be made after early April in Term 1. 

 Complete the Selection Form. 

 Collect your teacher’s recommendations and get them approved by the 
Subject Head of Learning. 

 Get your Parent’s approval. If in doubt, get more advice from the school’s 
Administration, Year Leaders, Career Advisors or the School Curriculum and 
Standards Authority website.  

 Place the Selection Sheets in the tray at the front office at Denmark Senior 
High School. 

 An interview will be organised for you and your Parent to review your 
choices as required. 

 
 

2. If you wish to combine TAFE/Certificate studies and School 
 

You should have completed the Online Application for each VET course 
with Mr Palmer. Late applications are rarely successful. 

 
 

3. If you are thinking of TAFE studies in 2020 
 

 Contact the institution and submit a first round application. 

 Consider putting in a back-up application to a High School 

 When accepted, contact Denmark Senior High School and apply for 
exemption from the requirement to remain at school 

 
 

 
 

Happy with your choices??  Well Done! 
 

Not Happy? Ask someone!!!!  



 

 

Specialist Program Contacts 
 

Basketball Program: Mr Lindsay Stirling/Mr Ken Davies/Mr Paul Rogers 
Building & the Trades:  Mr Patrick McConigley 
Drama:    Mrs Debra Edmondson 
Gifted and Talented:  Mrs Sharon Poett 
Food Science:   Ms Jodie Pollard 
Music:    Mr Ben Power 
Physical Education:    Mr Dylan Judd/Mr Paul Rogers /Mrs Kelly Judd 
SES Cadets, Business and     
  Information Technologies: Mr Darren Kay 
Visual Arts:    Ms Emily Gummer 
Vocational Courses  
   & Work Placements:  Mr Gavin Palmer 
  

 

ADMINSTRATION 
 

Principal  Mr Trevor Henderson 
 

Deputy Principals     
Senior School        
Year 10 -12  Ms Amy Palmer   
Lower School 
Year 7 – 9  Mrs Sharon Poett 
 

Learning Area Contacts 
 

English and Humanities and Social Sciences, The Arts Mr David Beckwith 
Mathematics and Physical Education    Mr Robert Berwick 
Science and the Technologies     Ms Susan Fahey 

Senior School Pathway Coordinator    Mr Gavin Palmer 

Phone:   08  9848 0100 
Postal:               956 South Coast Highway 
  Denmark, Western Australia. 6333 
Email:  denmark.shs@education.wa.edu.au 
 
Facebook address is https://www.facebook.com/pages/Denmark-Senior-
High-School 


