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On Tuesday, 21st August Denmark SHS entered 40 
Year 8-9 students in five teams into a National book 
writing competition in aid of childrenôs cancer 
research. It was all part of the annual national ñWrite 
a Book in a Dayò competition which is run by The 
Kidsô Cancer Project. This is an independent 
national charity supporting childhood cancer 
research. Since 1993, thanks to strong community 
support the charity has contributed tens of millions of 
dollars to scientific studies to help children with many 
types of cancer.  
 
Students were given a strict brief that their book had 
to include:  two human and one non-human 
character; a distinctly Australian setting and an issue. 
They began at 8.00am and had twelve hours to write, 
illustrate and submit a storybook of up to 5000 words. 
It was a long-day fuelled by food, music and   creative 
ideas. There was a real óbuzz of positivityô all day as 
teams raced towards book completion.  
 
Each of the fantastic books created included touching 
personal messages of goodwill and will be donated to 
children undergoing cancer treatment in hospitals 
around Australia.    
 
As part of National Book Week this year the English 
Department and the Student Council also organised 
a series of fund-raising events that raised the 
amazing total of $2,249 in aid of cancer research and 
the treatment of school-age students with cancer.  

National Book Week galvanised the entire school 
community with participation in a range of fun 
activities in support of a serious issue! The fund-
raising activities were: óMuffin on Sale Mondayô; óWrite 
a book in dayô on Tuesday; and a óSausage Sizzleô at 
lunchtime on Wednesday. The culmination was 
óCome as your Favourite book/film Characterô , and 
the óWall-to-wall Challengeô where 50 cent pieces 
spanned the width of the gymnasium (and back) on 
Thursday.  
 
Undoubtedly, the highlight event was seeing many 
students and staff make a huge effort to dress as their 
favourite book/film character as the school 
transformed all day into a film set with hundreds of 
colourful costumed characters!  
 

The real óvalue-addô to Book Week is that students 
gave to a cause that is relevant to them whilst 
inspiring collaboration and community spirit. Not only 
did our students develop leadership skills, engage in 
teamwork and creative problem solving, they covered 
key English curriculum requirements that will set them 
up for life. 
 
ñCancer currently kills more children in this country 
than any other disease! Denmark SHS would like to 
thank all students, parents, teachers and other 
members of the wider community for their support and 
generosity in fun-raising to support children suffering 
with this indiscriminate disease.ò 
 
Mark Shrimpton & Alison Summers 



 




